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A warning to the Trade Union movement 


Four years ago, the National Front came close to making an electoral 
breakthrough, a fact that strengthened the hand of those opposed to the 
strategy of establishing a base within the trade union movement and who 
argued that the NF should direct itself towards appealing to the working 
class. In the months proceeding the split that led to the formation of the 
short lived National Party in 1975 there were frequent denunciations of 
the “spotty faced strasserites” who sought to use pseudo-eft terminology 
and were serious about building a NF trade union section. 

With the collapse of the Front’s electoral strategy and its increasingly 
abysmal results in a number of council by-elections, culminating in its 
poor showing in May’s local elections, the “‘strasserite” faction amongst 
Britain’s Nazis have returned to the attack with the publication of a new 
journal Nationalism Today (see page 4) in which they once again put the 
emphasis on work in the trade unions. 

It will be interesting to see if a NF purged of many of Tyndall’s sup- 
porters, and with a large number of others who were opponents of the 
“strasserite’” concepts now in one of the splinter groups, can be won over 
to another campaign of organising amongst the trade unionists. There is a 
possibility that even if the Front is not won over that those launching 
Nationalism Today may well ultimately take it upon themselves to co- 
ordinate such a policy around the journal. 

In any event the trade union movement should be on its guard in the 
coming months for far from racism declining, there is every indication 
that as the economic situation gets worse and unemployment grows there 
will be ample scope for the activities of racist groups. 

Furthermore it should be noted that of the three people named as the 
editorial staff of Nationalism Today, Pearce and Griffin represent the 
Youth and Student sections of the Front. And as we have pointed out 
recently both the NF and British Movement have been recruiting amongst 
young people, particularly skinheads, who have been responsible for much 
of the recent violence against blacks and Asians. 


ne 
SEARCHLIGHT 


APPEAL FUND 


Last month we launched a financial appeal to readers because of the 
difficulties we are having paying our bills. Although we have a very 
heartening response from some readers we have nowhere reached our 
target of £4,000. 

We thank all of you who sent donations — please keep the money 
coming in. As we said before, unless YOU give us your support, 
urgently, we may not be able to continue producing Searchlight 
in its present form. 

Please send generous donations to Searchlight magazine. 
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Fake Birth 
Certificate 
used in 


NF Feud 


SPLITS and infighting in the National 
Front have always been accompanied by 
the production of forged or “leaked” 
documents produced by the rival factions 
in their attempts to discredit each other. 
The present internal crisis is no different 
in this respect. 

One photocopy currently doing the 
rounds is of a birth certificate registering 
the birth of a son, David Solomons, 
to a Naomi Rebecca Solomons and one 
Richard Hugh Verrall, who is of course 
one of the leaders of the National Front 
(with Webster and Brons). The implication 
is obviously that Verrall had an affair 
with a Jewish woman, but the birth 
certificate turns out to be a forgery. 

But what is more interesting than that 
and must worry the authorities, is how 
one of the NF factions was able to obtain 
a birth certificate form and make the 
false registration. If they have such easy 
access then it becomes clear how easy it is 
for them and members of the League of 
St. George to get hold of other certificates 
and documents like passports, for in- 
stance, that can be used to assist European 
and American fascists to slip in and out 
of Britain with ease. It could certainly 
explain how the wanted German Nazi 
Manfred Roeder was able to get into this 
country with a forged British passport to 
hold meetings and join his wife and 
family. 
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Market stall sells Nazi Leaflets 


VIKING YOUTH leaflets have been 
discovered for sale on a market stall in 
Romford, Essex, alongside copies of NF 
News and swastika badges. The stall, 
which specialises in militaria in the 
specialities section of the market, was 
noted by anti-fascists, who informed the 
local paper, the Romford Recorder. 
Following their report, council officials 
immedialy warned the man running the 
stall to withdraw the leaflets and they 
have not been on sale since then. 

Other stall holders made complaints 
to the council when they read about 
Viking Youth in the paper. Chairman of 


the Havering branch of the National 
Market Traders’ Federation, Tony Gore, 
said, “‘As soon as I read the article I went 
to the council and made a complaint. 
Since then I have had a number of 
complaints from Jewish stallholders who 
have been offended at this. 

“We are not against people holding 
different opinions and beliefs but we are 
opposed to the presence and distribution 
of any political material especially 
literature we fear is racist.” 

At the next meeting of the Market 
Advisory Panel, councillors and market 
traders will discuss a report on the Viking 


Youth. 

Viking Youth, as we described in last 
month’s Searchlight is the English branch 
of the German Wiking-Jugend, a neo-Nazi 
organisation. Led by Paul Jarvis, a long- 
standing member of the National Front, 
members of Viking Youth go on hikes 
and camping expeditions, watch Nazi 
films and hear lectures about their Nordic 
heritage. Their symbol is the Odal Rune, 
which is also used by Column 88. Recently 
attempts have been made to distribute 
propaganda at Boy Scout meetings and to 
make use of Youth Hostel Association 
facilities. 





“rooting fascism in the workplace’ 
- the old heresy of the Right 





NEARLY five years have elapsed 
since the ill-fated National Party 
split from the NF and once again 
the British right is going through a 
bitter faction-fight. Many of the 
aspects of the old quarrel have re- 
emerged: the desire to dump Tyndall 
and Webster as too obviously Nazi, 
the anti-homosexual smears, the 
confusion over whether the future 
for the opponents of the old leader- 
ship lies outside or inside the Front. 
But one element has been missing 
— in ’75 the opposition included 
not only those who wanted to be 
more ‘respectable’ but some who 
viewed themselves as more radical. 
In the December ’75 issue of 
Spearhead Richard Verrall accused 
Richard Lawson and other young 
‘radicals’ of ‘“‘the perennial heresy 
of Nationalist politics ... Marxism 
in the guise of Nationalism’’. Well, 
the old heresy is back, in the form 
of a new magazine, Nationalism 
Today. Edited by Joe Pearce (the 
Young National Front organiser), 
Nick Griffin (the NF _ student 
organiser) and Nick Wakeling, it 
calls itself ‘the radical voice of 
British nationalism’. The twenty 
pages of its March issue endlessly 
reiterate the same message: the 
future for the NF lies in turning to 
the left, to the working class move- 
ment and the rhetoric of an anti- 
capitalist nationalist revolution. 


“The need for radical measures” 


Much of the magazine is the mixture 
as before. There’s a reference to the 
secret Zionist government of the USA, 
praise for the Ku Klux Klan for lynching 
suspected criminals, abuse for blacks, 
gays and “the humourless old dykes of 
Women’s Lib’. But what is new about 
Nationalism Today is its emphasis on 
trade unions, the need to root fascism in 
the workplace. This is highlighted by 
the article by Nick Wakeling, “Trade 
Unions: our task’ in which he argues that 
“Nationalists . . . should take up a stance 
on the militant rather than the moderate 
side of their Unions’. 

In phrases that could have been lifted 


from a left-wing paper he talks of “the 
reactionary Thatcher Government locked 
on a course that threatens to push un- 





employment up to the two million mark, 
slash living standards and cause general 
suffering by cutbacks in health and 
education services’. To ignore the unions, 
he says, would be to leave them to the 
Marxists, to ally with the moderates 
would be to identify the NF with the 
system that has caused industrial disaster. 
Instead, through union papers and work- 
place bulletins, Wakeling hopes that 
workers can be shown “that British 
Nationalism, and not Marxism, is the real 
radical alternative to the present decaying, 
corrupt liberal-capitalist system’”’. 

The other editors also have major 
articles. Griffin, writing about British 
Steel discusses the necessity for racial 
measures in a situation of de-industrial- 
isation and massive job-loss. The policies 
aren’t new: import controls, state control 
of credit, modernisation of industry, have 
all appeared before, for instance in the 
NF’s industrial policy pamphlet, Beyond 
Capitalism and Socialism. But what is 
new is the emphasis on how to get the 
“saving revolution”: through a rank and 
file campaign and the winning of trade 
union branches throughout the country. 

Joe Pearce’s article ‘Nationalism: 
Moving forward into the 1980s’ puts this 
into an overall context. He criticises the 
emphasis on elections, noting that the 
1979 General Election results led to a 
“drastic” drop in membership morale and 
internal conflict. Instead, while not 
abandoning electoral contests, the Front 
should go for gaining as much publicity 
as possible, better internal education, 
a weekly paper and involvement in 
the unions and other institutions in 
preparation for the impending economic 


crisis. If this is done, Pearce says, the 
80s will be the decisive decade in the 
road to power. 

Nationalism Today describes itself as 
an independent magazine, distinct from 
any faction and representing a cross- 
section of nationalist opinion. But it is 
obviously none of these things. From 
the cover alone it is clear it is only really 
concerned with one party — the Front. 
Apart from a jibe at Mosley there are no 
allusions to any other rightist group 
except for the Wessex Study Group, a 
shadowy think-tank which appears to be 
the origin of the editorial group’s ideas. 
One short but very interesting article does 
suggest that non-NFers are involved in the 
project. In ‘Nationalism and the ‘Right’,” 
Alan Wells, apparently a guest-writer, 
refers pointedly to ‘‘Nationalist groups” 
rather than just the Front. He is also far 
more daring than the editors, praising 
Benn for his economic policies and 
bluntly stating that economic issues 
matter far more than anything else. Of all 
the sufferers from the “‘perennial heresy” 
he, with all his blatent disregard for race, 
is far the most advanced. 


“Racial Marxists” 


It may well be then that Nationalism 
Today, while centred in the Front, does 
seriously mean to be the focus of a 
regroupment on the far-right. As for 
factions, it hardly needs much thought to 
guess who they mean when they attack 
“‘negativistic personality cults”. The names 
of Webster and Fountaine never appear 
and Tyndall but once, when a writer 
refers to the YNF National Five-a-side 
football competition, the prize of which 
was the John Tyndall Shield (!). One 
personality does appear however — in the 
same article the writer manages two 
references to Andrew Brons in the same 
column, and presents him as the sponsor 
and friend of the “YNF, Voice of Britain’s 
Youth”. Presumably, the editors hope 
that under his regime their magazine 
will at least be tolerated. Their hope is 
probably forlorn: their views will drive 
many NF members wild with fury. Very 
soon the dread words ‘“‘racial Marxists” 
will be used against them. Nationalism 
Today represents the tendency that lost 
in the German Nazis and Italian fascism 
in the ’20s and ’30s and in the NF in’75. 
There is every reason to believe that the 
traditional right wing of fascism will win 
again and that the magazine’s stand 
against “Big Business Capitalists” will 
soon be under attack from the editors’ 
fellow fascists. 


1980 Elections: 


Searchlight looks at the fascist vote 


Table 1 
Share of vote won by fascist* parties in local elections 1976-80 


A COMBINATION of unfortunate 
circumstances, not least the indus- 
trial dispute in the provincial press, 
has meant that we are unable to 
offer as comprehensive an analysis 
of the fascist vote in the recent 
local elections as we would like to. 
The non-appearance of many of the 
local papers has prevented us from 
gathering results from many areas 
in time to go to press. 

From the results which are available, 
however, two things are clear. First, the 
absolute decline of the NF vote, which 
we identified as having begun in 1977 
(see Searchlight 48) has continued. 
Secondly, the demoralisation of much 
of the membership caused by their 
repeated electoral humiliation and at 
root of much of their recent internal 
recriminations, is vividly reflected in the 
miserable number of candidates they 
managed to stand, even in places such as 
Wolverhampton and Coventry, where 
they have in the past put together slates 
to contest every ward in the city. 

In a number of West Midlands wards 
the NF were supplanted by candidates 
from British Movement and the British 
Democratic Party. As Table 1 makes 
clear, however, neither BM’s more hard- 
line approach not the BDP’s “respectable” 
revamping of the fascist image achieved 
any sort of breakthrough. 

Once again, the list of towns and cities 
where the NF have in the past fielded 
strong slates, but could not stand a single 
candidate this year, speaks eloquently of 
their organisational disarray. In the 
North-East, for instance, they contested 
not a single ward in Manchester, Tame- 
side, Stockport or Bury. The list in 
Table 1 represents the total number of 
fascist candidates in the West Midlands 
and the North West. In those areas, the 
NF managed to field only 19 candidates. 

The NF’s failure to enter the elections 
in all but a handful of wards does, how- 
ever, make it increasingly difficult to 
trace accurately their electoral decline 
and fall. In a whole series of areas, we are 
dependent for an indication of their 
support upon the vote pulled by only one 
or two candidates, so that conclusions 
must be qualified. Given, on the one hand, 
that there are no significant deviations 
from the general pattern described 
by these few results, it seems fair to 
conclude that the rot which set in three 
years ago has not been arrested. 


L976 1977. 1978 1979 1980 
Rochdale 71 4.1 3.6 3.0 3.0 (3 NF)** 
Bolton 48 4.2 3.4 No. can. 4.0 (3 NF) 
Birmingham 43 5.2 3.9 2.6 2.1 (3 NF; 3 BM; 2 BDP) 
Coventry 44 2.8 3.2 1.9 3.3 (4 NF) 
Dudley — 10.6 Sea 3.4 6.0 (1 BDP) 
Sandwell 17.0 9.6 8.3 No. can. 3.5 (2 NF) 
Solihull 35 6.7 5.1 3.6 1.8 (1 NF) 
Wolverhampton 9.1 11.0 5.5 3.2 5.4 (1 NF) 
Oldham — ~ - _ 3.2 (2 NF) 


* In 1980 a number of Birmingham wards were contested by BM and BDP candidates. These 
have been aggregates with NF votes to give an overall percentage. Individually their share of the 


vote was: NF 1.9%, BM 1.4%, BDP 2.3%. 


** Included in brackets are the numbers of fascist candidates who stood in the town, with their 


party affiliates. 
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Letter 


Chris Townsend, secretary, AMCG and 
editor, Right Angles. 


Dear sir, 

It has been my misfortune to read the 
May edition of your “‘anti-fascist”’ maga- 
zitie Searchlight. 

In this you print an article under the 
headline ‘Monday Club banned for 
racism’, and go on to report on Right 
Angles, the newsletter of Aston Monday 
Club Group. 

As editor of this newsletter I feel 
obliged to correct some of your untruths. 
First of all, Right Angles 1 (one) was not 
banned for racism as your headline 
claims. It was withdrawn on a tech- 
nicality; we mentioned a candidate before 
the election was held. This is not your 
only “mistake”. You later claim that 
we were involved in an anti-IRA demon- 
stration “jointly organised by members of 
the NF and BM”. We were indeed on 
an anti-IRA demonstration, alongside 
members of the Birmingham public 
who like us were horrified that the 
murderers whose cause you so happily 
espouse should be allowed to parade past 
the scene of their murders. No doubt 
there were NF and BM supporters there 
(they have a democratic right to walk our 
streets as well you know), but your 
argument that they organised the whole 
event is specious and typical of your 
blind dismissal of everything with which 
you disagree as racist and fascist. 

It is time that you realised that you 
are only doing harm to race relations by 
stirring up black hatred of the indiginous 
population and of our excellent and 
much maligned police force. 

You appear to be anti-everything. If 


you cannot come up with any positive 
ideas, I suggest that you discontinue your 
rantings. Meanwhile, I would be grateful 
if your reports would get the facts right 
before you misguide your readers. 

I realise that this letter will not be 
published; a fellow student who you 
slandered in your last edition wrote to 
you without success. If you refuse to 
acknowledge the alternative view then 
your magazine is not worthy of perusal. 





Who are you trying to kid? 
Aston’s executive might have seized on a 
technicality to freeze Monday Club 
Society’s funds, but the real concern 
became apparent when a union General 
Meeting in May voted to deny the club 
continued status as a Guild society, thus 
cutting off all its funds. This was done on 
the basis of the racist content of Right 
Angles — as the editorial in the second 
issue of Right Angles, which appeared 
just before the GM decision, admits. The 
Birmingham demonstration in question, 
we reiterate, was organised by NF and 
BM supporters who made up most 
of it, and a number of whom were 
arrested when they charged police lines. 

But this is all nit-picking. If, Mr 
Townsend, you genuinely felt able to 
refute the charges against Right Angles, 
you would have mentioned 1. your 
anti-Jewish editorial, 2. the material 
lifted from League Review, 3. your 
revolting racist cartoon, all of which 
appeared in Issue No.1. The fact that you 
choose to skate over these things shows 
just how disingenuous your protest really 
is. 

Editor 
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German fascist 
still at large 


WILLI KRAUS of the German neo-Nazi 
Wehrsportgruppe Hoffmann, who is being 
sought by Interpol, is still in this country. 
In our last issue we reported that he had 
been moved from the Penarth area to 
Brighton. His stay was only a short one 
and he is now posing as a Hungarian in 
Cardiff where he is working in a cafe 
owned by a well-known former British 
Movement member. 

According to informed sources, Kraus 
was originally brought into Britain 
through his League of St. George contacts 
and subsequently passed on to British 
Movement members in Wales who are also 
connected with the League. 

Kraus, who was formerly a corporal in 
the German army (habits die hard) was 
also a leading member of the much larger 
neo-Nazi NPD youth group in Munich. 

Another fugitive Nazi who is on the 
wanted list is on the move again. Manfred 
Roeder, one of Germany’s most fanatical 
advocates of Nazism who regards all 
West German governments since 1945 as 
illegal and considers Hitler’s Third Reich 
as still the legitimate authority, has left 
the United States because of extradition 
proceedings by the German government. 
Although his recent bulletin Teutonic 
Unity still carries his address in the USA 
(Buffalo, New York) he apparently 
turned up in Brazil, where a number of 
Nazis who escaped from Germany at the 
end of the war are in hiding. 

According to a report in the Daily 
Telegraph May 1, Simon Weisenthal, 
whose centre in Vienna devotes itself 
to tracking down Nazi war criminals, 
claimed that Roeder had sought, and 
been granted, political asylum in Iran. 
If that is correct, it confirms our report 
in Searchlight 51 that Roeder was seeking 
contacts with Khomeini or his represen- 
tatives through contacts in Lebanon. In 
an earlier edition of his bulletin he lauded 
Khomeini as a good example of a ‘racial 
nationalist’ and called on all National 
Socialists to give their support. 

In the April 1980 issue of Teutonic 
Unity Roeder really lets his hair down: 





“T am ever more determined to destroy 
this brutal system that is destroying us, 
a system that is helping all those anti- 
national minorities, crooks and Unter- 
menschen, and suppressing decent 


patriotic families and feeling. We have 
to learn to hate gain (have they ever 
stopped?). All this talk of ‘Christian’ 
love has confused us. 


Christ never 





Willi Kraus. 


meant this sort of ‘love’ — destroying 
your own kin. 

““. . we embrace the struggle, we 
accept this kind of life as ‘normal’, 
we are at war. And we regard it as 
abnormal to live peacefully with Jews 
and mongrels in the same city. We are 
proud to be chosen as pioneers in a 
new life. 

“Are we fighting for a revival of 
National Socialism? Many people 
think so, but they forget that National 
Socialism was just a beginning, an 
awakening, a renaissance, and that it 
was only possible under the leadership 
of Adolf Hitler. National Socialism 
without Hitler was unthinkable. How 
should it look today without him? 
Nobody has ever answered _ that 
question, because even Hitler did not 
know how Germany or Europe should 
be organised after his death.” 


Roeder’s use of ‘Untermenschen’ is of 
course in the classic Nazi mould. It means 
undermen, or subhuman, and was used to 
refer to Slavs, Jews, Blacks and Gypsies, 
all of whom were considered inferior 
human beings in the pseudo-race science 
of Nazi ideology. 

These quotes from Roeder’s latest 
diatribe show quite clearly that any 
country giving him political asylum 
cannot claim that they are acting in 
ignorance. And that also applies to any 
country allowing him right of entry. 

On 26th March 1979, the students of 
Cochin CHU (University Hospital Centre) 


“TI have been a fascist and I shall 
remain a fascist... Why is it such a 
serious matter to be a Nazi. I don’t 
understand why you should be so 
scandalised. You fail to understand 
politics, for fascists and Nazis are 
not right-wing...” 


Professor Maurer 





Professor Maurer. 


Paris, were on strike. During a general 
meeting about the strike, Maurer, the 
dean of the hospital faculty came in and 
tried to put an end to the strike. It was 
when answering back to a student that he 
made this statement of his Nazi beliefs, 
which led him before a law court on 
March 25th 1980. 

Professor Maurer’s statements coincide 
with those of a well-known Nazi, Darquier 
de Pellepoix as published in L’Express. 
Pellepoix is being harboured in Spain as 
he faces a death sentence in his own 
country. They also appear in a period 
when, in Lyon, another extreme right- 
wing academic, Faurisson, is trying to 
make acceptable the thesis that the 
extermination camps never existed. 

A few days after these declarations, an 
Israeli centre burst into flames in the very 
heart of Paris: one person was killed and 
nine wounded. Following that there was a 
great increase in the number of Jewish 
cemeteries and war memorials desecrated. 
In France these acts are seen as the con- 
sequences of statements that encourage 
the reorganisation of fascist groups. The 
leniency of the French government 
towards such crimes and fascist state- 
ments gives heart to the supporters of the 
Third Reich, who have considerable 
means at their disposal. 

Deprived of his office immediately, 
Maurer confirmed to the press on March 
27th 1979 the remarks he had made the 
previous day. 

He is charged with incitement to 
racism by MRAP (the French Movement 
Against Racism and for Friendship 
between People) which is an offence 
punishable by law. 

But as far as the law court was con- 
cerned, there was nothing in Maurer’s 
words that incited to racism. He was 
found guilty of apology for crimes of 
war and collaboration with the enemy. 
In the judge’s mind, apology for Nazism 
does not involve racism. Maurer left the 
court unperturbed. 


Confessions of 
a Salesman 


THE British Democratic Party appears 
to have its share of political humbugs and 
conmen in the same way as the new 
management at the NFCM (National 
Front Constitutional Movement, led 
by Andrew Fountaine). The latter has 
the charming presence in their ranks of 
one Jimmy Styles, East End wide boy 
and carpet salesman, who cannot make 
up his mind who he really is. One week 
he appears to go by the name of James 
Leonard Wells and the next Styles, but 
then if you had the misfortune of getting 
arrested for drunken driving you might 
wish to keep the shoddy details from 
your political colleagues. The BDP, who 
we are sure will be telling the British 
public that they have the interest of our 
old folks at heart, are blessed with Peter 
Ash, whose past relationships with the 
old folks of the Midlands appear to be 
somewhat less than honourable. We 
recently came across the issue of the 
People for the 25th of May 1969. Read 
One ey 


SORRY CHAPS — YOUR NUMBERS UP 


It was an official looking document — 
very official looking, that resulted in 
alarm. Some of our more senior citizens, 
it is reliably reported, bolted their doors 
and refused to answer to callers; other 
folks besieged the Council Offices with 
queries. 

The document quoted sections of a 
122-year old act of Parliament and gave 
the impression it was a council notice. 

Failure to comply, apparently made 
householders liable to prosecution by the 
Government and a fine. 

It was this section of the imposing- 
looking Towns Improvement Clauses 





Peter Ash. 


Act of 1847 that caused the concern. 
“Occupiers shall mark their houses with 
such numbers as the Commissioners 
approve of and shall renew them as they 
become obliterated or defaced. Every 
such occupier who failed within one week 
after notice shall be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding 40s”’. 

No wonder the good folk of Park 
Drive and Homefield Avenue West, in 
Leicester Forest East were alarmed 
particularly as the circular went on: 
“Our fitters will call on you tomorrow to 
fit the latest type of house numbers”’ and 
after details of the cost - ranging from 
2s 6d for one to 7s for four — came the 
forthright demand: “Please have the 
correct change ready’”’. 

It was only when the shocked residents 
re-read the notice and saw the “slogan” 
“CRONTON BETTER BRITAIN” across 
the top that they became suspicious and 
a good job too. For the circular was 
nothing but a sales blurb pushing a firm’s 
house numbers, made of a fluorescent 
plastic material. 

The company called Cronton Products 
is run by Messrs. Peter Ash and Roger 
Simms. Mr Vic Goodwin of Park Drive 
received one of their circulars. Even 
though he had more than 30 years 


experience in Local Government, until 
his recent retirement, he was puzzled at 


first. 
“The circular certainly was _ very 
misleading”, he said. ‘‘At the Council 


offices of Blaby Rural Council they were 
told older folks had been particularly 
upset. They had been bolting their doors 
for fear of bogus salesmen.” 

At the same time the police, in the 
middle of a “report anything suspicious 
campaign”’, received several calls for 
advice. The deputy surveyor of Blaby 
Council sent men to assure the residents 
that they weren’t being forced to have 
their numbers done. 

The men quickly found how effective 
the Cronton Propaganda had _ been. 
Eventually the complaints reached Messrs 
Ash and Simms, both in their twenties, 
at the shop they run four miles away in 
Fernie Road, East Leicester. 

But far from being dismayed the two 
men, who also ran a horse-race punters 
service and a company to help people 
make money from home quickly, sent 
out a second circular. After apologising 
for the “‘misunderstanding’’ caused by the 
previous one, they laid on some more 
sales patter extolling the virtues of their 
numbers. The circular ended with an 
apparently generous offer: “If you would 
like these numbers fitted, bring this letter 
to me and they will be fitted free of 
charge — Peter Ash”’. 

At the partner’s shop stocky Mr Ash 
told us that the circulars had been only a 
“research survey’’ intended to bring to 
people’s attention the need for good 
numbering. “It wasn’t my intention to 
deceive people and after the police came 
round we sent out our apology. The 
circular business has now _ stopped. 
We’re relying on part-time workers to 
boost our sales.” 

Right chaps but heed this warning — 
never again resort to such intimidating 
advertising methods. In short — watch it. 


Mervyn Pamment, reporter, The People, 
25th May, 1969. 





NF candidate pleads ‘Don’t vote for me” 


EVERY TIME there is an election, there 
are invariably numerous reports of people 
who have signed nomination papers for 
NF candidates without realising they 
were doing so. This year investigations by 
journalists at the Kent Messenger, who 
interviewed people in all the Maidstone 
Borough Council wards, showed that 
many, especially elderly people, had been 
conned into giving their signatures. 
Several, like Ms Lesley Warrington, said, 
“They said it was a petition to get these 
flats: pulled down. I signed just to get rid 
of them”. Ms Brockwell, in Heath ward, 
said, “I am shocked. I feel I have been 
tricked. Some people came round asking 
if I had any complaints about housing. 
I just signed thinking it was some sort of 
petition”. 

Two other residents in the same area 
were told by the men who visited them 


that they were doing something for old 
people. Most of the people who were 
interviewed who were not NF supporters 
or members said that they had no idea 
that the men were from the NF or that 
by signing their pieces of paper they 
could be helping them in some way, and 
they were all shocked and angry that they 
had been tricked. 

But if the people nominating the NF 
candidates were unaware of what they 
were doing, one of the NF candidates 
only realised too late what he was standing 
for and pleaded with constituents not to 
vote for him. Alec Russell, a bus driver 
in Maidstone, decided to stand for the 
election because a friend asked him to. 
When he saw the details of the Kent 
Messenger’s investigations a week before 
the elections, he telephoned the council 
immediately asking if he could stand 


down. He said he was not a member of 
the NF and he did not agree with its 
policies on race and immigration, but he 
had agreed to sign because he was told 
that they would do something for young 
people. But the council told him it was 
too late and he had to stand. Russell told 
the press, “I don’t regard myself as a 
candidate and I don’t want people to vote 
for me”’. 

Despite his pleas, 22 people voted for 
Russell. But in another ward the NF 
recorded only 10 votes, and their average 
was about 20 in the whole borough. 

The dossier of statements collected by 
the Kent Messenger has been handed over 
to the police. Maidstone MP John Wells 
was taking steps to tighten up the roles 
on nominating candidates. 





CRE veto 


powers not 
resolved 


THE Commission for Racial Equality has 
still refused to give any reason as to why 
they will not fund the appointment of 
John Mastrantone for the job of senior 
Community Relations Officer in Wolver- 
hampton and their threat to set up an 
alternative race relations organisation in 
the town has been carried out. The only 
concession that they have made, after 
negotiations with local councillors, is to 
set up a trust, to be active for one year 
to manage the affairs of Wolverhampton 
CCR, to look into the future of race 
relations in Wolverhampton and to be 
replaced by whatever organisation they 
see best suited to work in the area. The 
trust is to consist of six members of 
WCCR, six members of the local authority 
and six members of the new Wolverhamp- 
ton CRE. 

As we described in Searchlight 57 in 
March this year, the CRE promised a 
major change of policy in their funding 
of local organisations. In a ‘confidential’ 
draft document about the nature and 
funding of local race relations work, it 
is made clear that the CRE have the 
choice to fund whatever organisation 
they see best suited to the work (“‘poten- 
tially more effective organisations”) 
instead of automatically supporting the 
local CRCs as they have done in the past. 
Though they imply that they have been 
dissatisfied with the ‘‘ineffectual or 
actually damaging’ CRCs which are 
failing to carry out any useful work, it is 






clear that where this new policy is being 
interpreted in Wolverhampton, it is for 
precisely the opposite reasons. 
Wolverhampton is a crucial area 
for an active and effective race relations 
organisation, and the candidate selected 
for the vacant post of senior CRO, John 
Mastrantone, was judged to be an ideal 
person for the job. (At present he is 
ACRO in nearby Walsall.) Though no 
official reason has been given for the 
intransigence of the CRE over his appoint- 
ment, particularly of Aaron Haynes, the 
regional CRE Officer, unofficially it has 







PICKET 
IN OFFICIAL 
DISPUTE 


Picket of Birmingham CRE office by ASTMS 
members. 


been stated that the reasons are political, 
medical and personal. But it is clear to 
community relations workers in the area 
that the issue is very political and that 
any other reasons are simply not true. 
The whole situation, however, is clouded 
by a number of red herrings introduced 
by the CRE officers, such as the idea that 
it is the white members of the Midlands 





race relations set-up who are protesting 
at the refusal of the CRE to appoint a 
white worker. Since one of the firmest 
opponents of the CRE’s behaviour has 
been Lance Dunkley, the chairman of 
WCCR, this is evidently not the case. 

While the post of SCRO in Wolver- 
hampton remains vacant, ASTMS is 
continuing to negotiate for a fair system 
of appointing CR workers. So far, a one 
day strike has been successful in stopping 
work in CRE’s all over the country and 
future action is being considered. 

As we emphasised in Searchlight 57, 
the behaviour of the CRE and the way it 
had laid itself open to the obvious charge 
of political bias against an individual 
who has been selected to do a job because 
of his commitment and _ experience, 
hardly encourages black organisations to 
feel fairly represented. Most black people 
are already aware that the present govern- 
ment, as well as the last one, has not 
been acting in the interests of race 
relations and that a body representing the 
interests of the government is unlikely to 
be of much use to them anyway. So how 
the reputation of the CRE is improved by 
behaving in such an autocratic and 
secretive manner is hard to see. 

The most important question at this 
point is exactly what the government 
intends to do with the race relations 
machinery. Recently five commissioners 
in London, four of whom were black, 
were not re-appointed (see CARF round- 
up). On April 19th the CRE held a 
conference in Nottingham on multi- 
racial education. The only black person 
billed as a main speaker was from the 
USA, and the conference was boycotted 
by many, including Anthony Rampton, 
chairman of the committee of enquiry 
on the education of ethnic minority 
children. Unless some explanation is given 
of the way in which the top layers of the 
race relations industry are working, the 
effectiveness of committed workers in 
CRE and CRC’s at grassroots level is 
bound to be drastically undermined. 


eee 





NEWS IN BRIEF 


3 CONVICTED IN RACIST ATTACK 


Three youths found guilty of arson attacks on 
the home of an Asian family in East London 
were sentenced to jail, borstal and detention at 
the Old Bailey. In two separate incidents, a 
bottle of petrol was thrown at the door of the 
family’s flat and a settee was set light to in front 
of their door. Robert Ward, 18, of Stepney, 
was jailed for three years, one of the youths 
aged 16 was sent to borstal and the other, 
also aged 16, was given a sentence of detention. 
.When police investigated the fires they found 
NE and swastika daubings in the flat. One of 
the youths had a swastika on his forehead. 





WEST INDIAN WINS CIVIL 
ACTION AGAINST POLICE 


Police in Wolverhampton recently lost a civil 
action taken against them for false arrest, 


imprisonment and assault. The case revolved 
round their motives for arresting West Indian 
Ephraim Scott in May 1976. They claimed that 
they were alerted to the fact that he had 
broken into premises and that they arrested 
him on suspicion of burglary. But Judge Vos 
decided on the evidence presented at the 
hearing in April this year that their tip-off was 
in fact a neighbour complaining about the 
likelihood of a noisy West Indian party. The 
neighbour, a Ms Poole, had complained several 
times to the police before about such parties, 
and though she could not remember exactly 
what she had said when police answered her 
call, she agreed that she had probably told them 
she had seen 2 black men carrying alcohol into 
the house. 

During the course of the evening, Scott was 
arrested and taken to the police station, where 
he was detained for three and a half hours. He 
suffered cuts and bruises which were treated in 
hospital later that night. He was later acquitted 
at Stafford Crown Court on a charge of assault- 
ing a police officer in the execution of his 
duty — a second charge of ripping a policeman’s 
tunic was dismissed. After the civil action, 
which had been delayed because of Scott’s 
ill health, Scott received £150 for false im- 


prisonment and £160 for injuries. The victory 
was seen by the local black community as 
one of principle, and the court was picketed 
throughout the proceedings. The police have 
decided not to appeal against the decision. 


NF BACKDOWN 


NF Properties Ltd. has withdrawn its appeal 
against Hackney Council’s enforcement notice 
requiring it to stop using 73 Great Eastern 
Street, EC2 asa social club. And NF subsiduary, 
Leachouse Ltd., has withdrawn its appeal 
against the Council’s refusal for planning 
permission to use the ground floor as a printing 
workshop. 

An Inquiry into the appeals was to have 
started on Tuesday, May 13 at Hackney Town 
Hall. 

As a result, 
notices stand. 

Recently, the Secretary of State confirmed 
another enforcement notice served by the 
Council, which was contested by the National 
Front, requiring them to stop using the ground, 
first and second floors as administrative head- 
quarters and offices. 


the Council’s enforcement 


£100,000's 
spent on 


protecting 
the NF 


Wandsworth 


The Front held a small unannounced 
march through Wandsworth on 12th 
April under the banner “Stop the mugging 
— Defend our old folk’’. The police were 
only informed two days beforehand — 
no one else knew until the day itself. 

The march of about 100 supporters 
appeared to have little impact on the few 
shoppers in the area, where the NF have 
consistently tried to stir up racial hatred 
with little success. Michael Salt, a member 
of the NF Directorate, said “‘We felt it 
necessary to protest against mugging in 
the wake of the Bristol riots. We wanted 
to let the residents know that the NF still 
very much exists in the borough’’. 


Lewisham 


Lewisham Borough Council attempted to 
halt a National Front march through the 
area by applying to the High Court to 
compel Metropolitan Police Commissioner 
David McNee to apply to the Home 
Secretary for consent to a ban on the 
march. But Lord Lane dismissed their 
application, with costs, saying that the 
power of the court to interfere with the 
exercise of the discretion given to the 
Commissioner by the Public Order Act 
was strictly limited. 

The cost of policing the resulting 
march of about 800 NF supporters 
through the borough has been estimated 
at between £250,000 and £300,000. 
Deputy council leader Ron Pepper said 
afterwards, “If that sort of money is to 
be spent in our borough we would 
rather see it spent on social benefits like 
education and social services. We have 
plenty of useful things for that money, 
rather than on 600 Nazis marching 
through our borough for an hour’’. 

Lewisham Council had recently voted 
to withhold its £5.5 million share of the 
Metropolitan Police costs as from April 
next year as a protest over the force’s 
lack of accountability to ratepayers. 

A total of 67 arrests were made on 
April 20th, the day of the NF march 
(and the anniversary of Hitler’s birthday) 
and the police managed to seal off the 
area where the fascists were marching. 
Road blocks were set up and mobile 
squads patrolled the area picking up 
those looking for the demonstration, 
particularly black youths. At about 
5.30 pm the police loud hailer announced, 
“The National Front march is now over. 
The National Front have now left the 
area. Can others also leave the area.” 


Photo taken by Searchlight reader the day before NF march through Peckham. 


But most of the demonstrators had 
nowhere else to go. The police had 
made the usual mistake of assuming that 
local residents stayed indoors on these 
occasions and outsiders poured in from 
other areas to make trouble. But the vast 
majority of people opposing the Front 
march through Lewisham were residents 
of the area who remembered all too well 
the march in August 1977. 


Slough 


On St. George’s Day, April 23rd, the NF 
held a rally in Slough which was allowed 
to go ahead despite the wishes of the 
local residents and a request from local 
MP Joan Lestor to the Home Secretary to 
ban it. The rally, which was billed in a NF 
handout as a ‘“‘Peach of a meeting’’ was 
held on the anniversary of Blair Peach’s 
death last year in Southall. Joan Lestor 
said, “‘In view of the claim that this is a 
meeting to celebrate the death of Blair 
Peach I believe this provides the council 
and the police with sufficient justification 
to prevent the meeting taking place’’. 
But the Tory Mayor of the town, Coun. 
Mervyn Jones, defended the Front’s 
tight to hold such a meeting, saying, 
“So long as the meeting is properly 
conducted there is no reason why it 
should not be held. The best way to deal 
with the National Front is to ignore them 
completely’’. 

Twelve people were arrested outside 
Manor Park Hall, where about 150 Front 
members listened to Martin Webster 
inside, and seven others were arrested as 
they dispersed later. Betty Williams, a 
Front supporter, was later fined £50 and 
bound over in the sum of £50 for one 
year for slapping a black youth on the 
face when police tried to clear a way 
through the demonstrators after the 
meeting. She pleaded guilty and told the 
court, “I believe I did the right thing. 
The police officers were the same age as 
my son. I was disgusted by the behaviour 
of those youngsters’’. 

Police leave had been cancelled and 





reinforcements had been called in from 
the Thames Valley to control the counter 
demonstration and to escort the NF 
members to and from the hall. Chief 
Inspector Colin Daff said that the support 
groups were not the equivalent of the 
SPG in London. He said, “You can call- 
them trouble shooters if you like. They 
support divisional personnel as they are 
needed, travelling around the force’s 
area to wherever that may be. At demon- 
strations like this part of their job could 
be crowd control. But they are not to be 
confused with Special Patrol Groups. 
They operate differently”’. 


Corby 


Trade unionists organised a counter 
demonstration in Corby, Northants, where 
the National Front held their St. George’s 
Day march through the town. Though the 
district council warned residents to stay 
away from their own town centre on 
Saturday 26th April and the market was 
unable to function, over 1,500 people 
from many different organisations turned 
out to oppose the Front demonstration. 
After the march, when fifty people 
were arrested, John Cowling, an ISTC 
convenor said, “I don’t think the Nazis 
will come to Corby again. They did not 
get to the town centre but were forced to 
stay on the outskirts”. He was arrested 
during the day and after being held for 
seven hours was charged with a breach of 
the peace. 

One man was arrested for walking up 
to Martin Webster and giving him a black 
eye. More than 1,000 police had been 
drafted into the area to protect the 300 
NF members. They stopped coaches 
carrying NF supporters outside the town 
and made some arrests for possession of 
offensive weapons. Leonard Mason, 18, 
a NF member from South London, was 
later sent to a detention centre for six 
months by Corby magistrates after 
admitting using threatening behaviour 
during a fight. 





WHAT THEIR 
PAPERS SAY 





EACH month the curtain rises on the all 
too long-running fascist drama — the 
actors recite their unpleasant lines, click 
their heels and take their bows before an 
ever diminishing audience. And then we 
wait another month for Spearhead, 
National Front News and all the other bit 
players to open the show again. By now 
regular readers of ‘What Their Papers Say’ 
should be familiar enough with the plot, 
and perhaps be more than a little bored 
by the whole business. 

Unfortunately the production shows 
little sign of ending, and the actors still 
manage to work their way through the 
same tired script each month. It must 
be a depressing commitment for all 
concerned, having to go through the old 
routine month in, month out. But even 
when spirits are at their lowest ebb, the 
stage-struck cast of fascists manage to 
pull on their jackboots and take the stage 
again. 

But lately, just for the sake of variety, 
they’ve shifted the parts around. To be 
sure, the lines are still the same and so is 
the dramatis personae — it’s just that 
some of the cast have swapped roles. 

The basic story’s still unchanged: a 
drama about the feuds between two rival 
families. Not quite the Montagues and the 
Capulets, but between the Nazis and the 
Almost Nazis, set against the background 
of hot-blooded racism and endless Jewish 
conspiracies. And there’s plenty of scope 
for psychological drama, as all the actors 
constantly fight a losing battle to hang on 
to the shreds of their sanity. 

By now the plot should be well-known. 
The Nazis, taking time from doing battle 
with Enemy Conspirators (always unseen, 
off-stage), rant and rave at the betrayal 
by the Almost Nazis (oodles of long 
monologues, punctuated by jerky arm 
actions). The Almost Nazis, on the other 
hand, dream of a golden future, while 
they put their memories of a golden past 
to a side. But have they forgotten the 
past? That’s the mystery. But the final 
act always reveals that the Almost Nazis 
haven’t really forgotten the past and that 
they’re not so different from their old 
rivals. 

Nevertheless, as the curtain comes 
down, the two sides are still feuding, for 
reasons which audiences find hard to 
understand. There’s the essence of the 
Tragedy. 

Until recently Messrs Tyndall and 
Webster used to take the leading parts 
of the Almost Nazis — these are the roles 
which call for the subtlest of acting skills. 
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The actors have bags of lengthy speeches; 
there’s the ‘We are democrats’ soliloquy, 
the impassioned ‘Nazism was just a 
youthful indiscretion’ plea, and the 
moving ‘No, no, not anti-Semites, not us’ 
oration. And all the while the actor 
delivers these speeches, he must improvise 
with subtle winks and nudges to suggest 
hidden meanings. 

Over the years, Tyndall and Webster 
had honed their Almost Nazi roles to 
perfection. With careful gestures and 
timely innuendo the Almost Nazis have 
to reassure their most boisterous sup- 
porters that they’re Almost Anti-Semites, 
dedicated to fight their Almost Jewish 
enemies in the name of an almost for- 
gotten cause — almost, but not quite. 

After playing these demanding roles 
for many months, Tyndall and Webster 
have earned their right to play the simpler 
roles, where hints and nuances are swapped 
for simple, traditional rhetoric. And so, in 
this month’s Spearhead (played by 
Tyndall) and National Front News 
(by Webster, with guest appearances from 
Richard Verrall) they embark on their 
new roles with relish. 

National Front News warms up with a 
bit of straightforward, traditional homely 
anti-Semitism. No winks and nudges here, 
as Webster comes straight to the point: all 
American politicians “have to be ‘in’ with 
the Jews’. The Almost Nazis, of course, 
have lines like ‘in with the cosmopolitan 
interest of high finance’, or ‘alien powers 
behind the scenes’. 

Nor would the Almost Nazi say quite 
so directly that ‘“‘over eighty per cent of 
Carter’s Cabinet posts went to Zionist 
Jews” or that “just as Carter inherited the 
permanent bureaucracy of ‘Democratic’ 
Jewish advisers from the Johnson era, so 
Reagan is surrounded by the permanent 
bureaucracy of ‘Republican’ Jewish 
advisers from the Nixon era’’. 

The Almost Nazi, poor chap, has to 
find a much more baroque way of saying 
the same thing. Nor is the Almost Nazi 
allowed to take advantage of the same 
props. For instance, Webster’s National 
Front News has a picture of the American 
President wearing a Jewish skull-cap 
(probably supplied from the props 
department of some US Ku Klux Klan 
magazine which goes in for that sort of 
thing). 


NOT THAT English fascists are any 
sluggards in producing their own props. 
Spearhead has its own picture of the new 
Archbishop of Canterbury putting on a 


similar skull-cap. This is all further proof 
of the world-wide Jewish conspiracy — 
just listen to Tyndall explaining what the 
picture means: 


“Dr Runcie, the new Archbishop of 
Canterbury, puts on his skull-cap 
before having lunch with the Jewish 
Board of Deputies. This engagement 
was shortly before the Archbishop’s 
enthronement as Primate of England. 
Did he visit the Board for the purpose 
of receiving a briefing for his new job?” 


Did he indeed? No doubt Tyndall will tell 
us this and much more, in the coming 
months as he really settles into his new 
role. 

Further proof of Tyndall’s change of 
costume comes on page five of Spearhead. 
Here we find an article which is “reprinted, 
with title slightly amended, with acknow- 
ledgements to Heritage and Destiny’. 
In the old days, we'd all know what these 
amendments would be (wink, wink — 
nudge, nudge) — all the explicit bits 
left out. 

But now, word for word Spearhead 
reproduces the most blatantly anti- 
Semitic article it can find in the new 
Nordicist magazine Heritage and Destiny 
(discussed in last month’s ‘What Their 
Papers Say’). It’s all about early British 
socialists, who, bless their old hearts, 
were also racists and anti-Semites. 

Some of the nastier remarks of H.G. 
Wells and George Bernard Shaw are 
dragged out and there’s a special pat on 
the back for one old socialist, who 
“unlike modern socialists with their 
open and subterranean connections with 
cosmopolitan financiers’’ (n.b. Almost 
Nazi habits die hard), “‘rallied against 
Finance Capitalism and characterised the 
Jew as his favourite example of a usurer’’. 
This same olde-worlde British socialist 
also declared Jewish immigrants to be 
“unclean” and ‘‘a menace and an injury”. 

The special eulogies are reserved for 
H.M. Hyndman, who, we are told was 
“one of the most genuinely patriotic of 
all the early socialists with Nationalist 
and Racialist leanings”. And his ‘genuine 
patriotism’ derived from his talent for 
anti-Semitic comments. The readers of 
Heritage and Destiny, not to mention 
those of Spearhead, can drool over 
patriotic remarks about “the most 
loathesome set of Jewish capitalists” 
and the Jewish ‘“‘love of intrigue” and 
“Jewish exploitation” and so forth. 

Yes, those were the days, the good 
old days: “The obvious patriotism and 


candid racialism of these early socialists 
is in marked contract to the attitudes and 
views held by socialists today. The 
triumph of internationalism and _ the 
change from an open-minded and well- 
meaning approach to a mindless religious 
fanaticism is a reflection of the changing 
genetic complexion of socialism’s own 
advocates’’. 

So there it is — open-mindedness and 
candid racialism are to be the new trade- 
marks of Spearhead. But even so, there 
are still one or two little things left 
almost unspoken. The amendments, for 
instance, between Heritage and Destiny 
and Spearhead. Well really, it’s only a 
teeny-weeny alteration. The original title 
was ‘Nationalism, Racialism and Early 
British Socialism’, which Tyndall has 
changed to ‘Nationalism and the Old 
British Socialists’. In that way, the two 
fateful words, ‘nationalism’ and ‘socialism’ 
are brought a little bit closer together. 

After all, that was the purpose of the 
whole article. For not only was the 
aforementioned Mr Hyndman praised for 
his old-fashioned lack of charm towards 
Jews, but also for being the founder in 
1916 of the National Socialist Party, 
which ‘“‘was to foreshadow the develop- 
ment of the new political patterns of the 
1920s and 30s’. Still not completely 
open and without nuance — but not bad 
for someone who’s had to play the 
Almost Nazi role for a good number of 
years. But just you wait — once Tyndall 
really gets into his summer season down 
there by the sea in Hove, those ‘national- 
isms’ and those ‘socialisms’ are going to 
get closer and closer, until you won’t be 
able to tell the difference from his 
national-socialist youth. 


WHILE Tyndall and Webster warm to 
their new parts in the fascist drama 
production, replacements have to be 
found for the roles of the Almost Nazis. 
Stepping smartly into the breach is a new 
touring company — the National Front 
Constitutional Movement, complete with 
its own magazine Excalibur, and its 
newspaper Frontline News. Well actually, 
it’s not sucha new outfit, and it comprises 
old hands, many of whom have acted the 
parts of Absolute Nazis in the past. 

The new Almost Nazis are greeted by a 
volley of abuse from the former Almost 
Nazis, just to get the show on the road 
again. Tyndall, in Spearhead, has a good 
old go at them claiming that the new 
faction “advocates only ‘voluntary’ re- 
patriation of coloured immigrants’’ (just 
how wet can one get?), it ‘‘avoids marches 
and other strident forms of public demon- 
stration” (all those marching boots 
rotting away in the bottoms of wardrobes) 
and, worst of all, ‘‘it has no ‘controversial’ 
figures among its leadership who can be 
smeared by media references to their past 
or present ‘extremist’ (i.e. ‘Nazi’ or 
‘Fascist’) associations”’. 

And the conclusion of Tyndall’s 
prologue is that “‘there is just no mileage 
to be obtained from the pursuit of an 
illusive ‘respectability’ in politics”. But, 
even he should know, this is a trifle 
unfair: the Almost Nazis are only actors 


after all — they aren’t really respectable 
and they’ve all been coached in the best 
drama schools which fascist politics can 
provide. 

So, friends, racists and countrymen, 
lend your ears to the double-talk of the 
new cast of Almost Nazis. First we have 
one Robert Edwards ambling onto the 
stage. In fact, Mr Edwards has designed all 
the scenery, being the resident cartoonist 
of both Frontline News and Excalibur; 
according to an ad in Frontline News 
Mr Edwards is willing to supply his 
cartoons to any “British publications’ 
at fifteen quid a shot. At that price he 
must have made a tidy sum, selling all 
those drawings of a stomach-heaving 
vileness to the Absolutely No Doubt 
About It Nazis of the League of St. 
George, and their ‘British publication’ 
League Review. 

Anyway, here comes Mr Edwards, 
now dubbed as the Deputy Editor of 
Frontline News, as well as being its 
Circulation Manager, with a tirade against 
‘The Abuse of Power’. He’s really got 
it in for John Tyndall and his “self- 
importance”, ‘“‘authoritarianism”, ‘‘in- 
adequacies and delusions” etc. and etc. 
Not a proper leader, that Mr Tyndall. 
Proper leaders must show sweetness and 
light, eradicating “the inequalities of 
power’, and above all ‘‘a leader needs 
exceptional self-confidence and sound 
judgement, not forgetting a great store of 
tolerance’’, 

Doesn’t this all sound like the 
traditional ‘We are democrats’ recitation 
from the Almost Nazis? Well, read on. 

Mr Edwards, via the pages of League 
Review, is not exactly noted for his 
commitment to democracy. But then, 
Frontline News has some curious views 
on democracy — curious, at least, for a 
‘democratic’ bunch of fascists. Try this 
for example: 


“Definitions of democracy may differ, 
but it is surely difficult to hold thata 
system under which everyone over the 
age of sixteen is permitted to vote — 
albeit once only — is ‘democratic’.”’ 


Yes, of course, it’s difficult for your 
average Nazi or Almost Nazi to hold that 
view. After all universal suffrage, as every 
little Adolph and Benito well knows, 
“can only be ochlocracy, or mob rule, 
or perhaps kakistocracy: the government 
of the worst’’. 


MR EDWARDS isn’t the only new 
convert to the ranks of the Almost Nazis, 
but a picture of the leading actors in the 
cast of the Constitutional Movement 
shows the face of John Bean. The text 
explains: ‘Making an unfortunately rare 
but greatly appreciated appearance as a 
guest speaker, Mr John Bean, one of the 
founding members of the National Front 
gave his full support to Frontline News’’. 
Experienced members of the audience 
will recognise all the classic signs of 
Almost Nazi oratory. There we have the 
testimonial ‘‘one of the founding members 
of the National Front’’. So reassuring to 
the ordinary supporter — a founding 
member no less, a man of substance. 


Just like Commander Andrew 
Fountain(e), whose passage to the ranks 
of the Almost Nazis has involved the 
loss of the last letter of his surname. 
Mr Fountain (e) isan even more impressive 
man than Mr Bean — not just one of several 
‘founding members’, Mr Fountain(e) is 
hailed as ‘“‘The Founder of the National 
Front”’. 

And we are treated to a re-run of 
speeches which the great man made 
many years ago: “Not in 1979 but in 
1952!”. Everything the great man has 
said (and it’s written initalics in Frontline 
News to emphasise how important the 
message is) has come true! Not only that, 
but Mr Fountain(e) had his thoughts 
“long before Enoch Powell ever thought 
about it!”’. Would you credit it? 

But there’s just one drawback — 
when Frontline News talks about Mr 
Fountain(e) being the founder of the 
National Front and standing asa candidate 
in 1952, they’re indulging in a bit of 
dramatic licence (fair’s fair, the audience 
pays to watch an exciting show — who 
wants boring old kitchen-sink realism 
these days?). You see, the National Front 
wasn’t actually formed until 1967 — 
although Mr Fountain, as well as having a 
longer surname, did for a short time in 
1952 have a tiny lunatic fringe group 
with a similar title. 

But what Frontline News leaves out is 
that Mr Bean and Mr Fountain(e) were 
buddies in the years before 1967, before 
they were Almost Nazis for the first time. 
And in those days, they liked nothing 
better than a quick romp in their jack- 
boots, a few Heil Hitlers before settling 
down to an evening’s reading with Mein 
Kampf. Mr Fountain(e) used to invite all 
his Nazi chums like Mr Tyndall and Mr 
Bean to his country estate in Norfolk, 
where they all used to strut about looking 
ever so vicious and ever so smart. 

Of course, it’s not in the script of the 
Almost Nazi to mention such things, 
whereas the open Nazis can. And so 
Tyndall in Spearhead feels no embarrass- 
ment in alluding to his ‘‘political activities 
in the National Socialist Movement in the 
early 1960s’’. 

So Act One of Frontline News has 
introduced some of the old Almost Nazi 
favourites, but there’s still a few more 
tricks to go. We’ve still to have the hints 
at links with Absolute Nazis (watch for 
the delicate phrasing), and the half-veiled 
anti-Semitism (strictly for connoisseurs). 

Firstly, the hints at links rountine. 
Page four of Exaclibur is in the middle of 
a boring moan on the subject of Tyndall, 
going on about Income Tax forms and 
National Insurance Contributions; then, 
with a sudden, dramatic change of mood 
it mentions incontrovertible evidence that 
Tyndall has contacts with the League of 
St. George. Pause, while the audience 
gasps with astonishment, then Excalibur 
continues: ‘“‘Not that there is necessarily 
anything wrong with that’’. No, of course 
not; the resident cartoonist must not be 
offended. 

Now for the anti-Semitic asides, 
spoken for the stalls not the gallery. 
Excalibur, page 12 mentions the TV 
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“The train rattles on, into eternity it seems. 
The greater part of us already are sick, prey to 
hunger, cold, and dirt. Frankfurt, Magdeburg, 
Leipzig flash by. We have been travelling for 
four days. At last we come to Dresden. It is 
early morning and bitterly cold. With the last 
remnants of our strength we hammer on the 
door and implore the guards to open it. 

“So far, our Gestapo guards have at last 
been human. Their task is barbarous enough, 
to be sure, and their treatment none too gentle, 
but they are at least human beings. At Dresden 
all this is over. The Dresden guards are sadists, 
pure and simple. 

““Shoot us’, pleads Dr K. ‘Shoot us, for 
mercy’s sake, but spare us this barbarism. We 
are at the end of our strength’. 

“The answer, a blow till the blood runs. 

“‘Shoot me, you beasts’, cries the doctor, 
his breath failing. ‘Shoot me, you murderers!’ 

“All this on the open platform, with hund- 

reds of Germans carelessly looking on. Nobody 
lifts a finger. Mothers with half-dead children in 
their arms whine piteously. But no one takes 
any notice.” 
These are the words of S. Moilewer, who 
had owned a small fur shop in Leipzig for 
twenty years. He had already spent a 
short time in Buchenwald concentration 
camp; now he was on a train moving 
eastwards towards Lublin. 

His tale of terror and death is one of 
many retold in Martin Gilberts’ book 
Final Journey. The fate of the Jews in 
Nazi Europe, published by George Allen 
and Unwin at £7.95. 

I recommend it as a must for any anti- 
fascist who wishes to dispute the lies of 
Nazi propaganda like Did six million 
really die? 

I also think it should have a place in 
every school in Europe as an illustrated 
reminder to each generation of the 
insanity and perversion of the years of 
Nazi rule. 

Much of the transcript is in the words 
of the victims and there are many photos 
taken by eye witnesses of Nazi guards. 

Martin Gilbert is a modern historian 
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and is in charge of the Churchill archives 
and he is now about to head into a clash 
with David Irving over ownership of some 
of Churchill’s wartime papers. Irving is 
currently attempting to show how Anne 
Frank’s diary is a forgery. Apart from 
wishing him every strength in that dispute, 
I think we owe him a vote of thanks for a 
sad but very worthwhile book. 

Still with an eye on the Second World 
War, another book to appear recently is 
Britain and European Resistance 1940-45 
by David Stafford, published by Mac- 
millans in association with St Antony’s 
College, Oxford. It’s very expensive at 
£15 and should be ordered through your 
local library, but it is a fascinating study 
of how the Special Operations Executive 
functioned in the last war. Professor 
Stafford wrote the book asa result of his 
investigations into the roots of the cold 
war. He used the now released documents 
on this period (few and far between 
though they appear to be, most of them 
having been restricted or destroyed) to 
explain all the rows and wrangles that 
hampered the operations of the SOE for 
most of the war. It must be said in tribute 
to those who served well and bravely in 
SOE that it is a miracle that they ever got 
any operation off the ground with the 
restrictions imposed on them by civil 
servants and other parts of Britain’s 
military machine. 

One Air Marshall suggested that he 
would not allow his aircraft to be used to 
drop men and women in civilian clothes 
to kill enemy soldiers. The same man had 
no qualms whatsoever in killing hundreds 
of thousands of German civilians in his 
nightly raids to knock out the Nazi 
industrial strength, often selecting working 
homes rather than the better protected 
targets of the munitions plants themselves. 





What Their Papers Say cont. 


film Holocaust drawing ‘‘improbable 
conclusions from half-digested and un- 
proved evidence”. Here we go again — the 
Nazis never hurt a fly (and Frontline 
News has a snippet of praise for the 
German takeover of Austria in 1938 on 
page 3, and complaints about British war 
films caricaturing SS officers on page 7). 

But it’s Frontline’s editorial which 
manages as classic a piece of now-you-see- 
it-now-you-don’t anti-Semitism, as Spear- 
head ever did when Tyndall was playing 
the respectable Almost Nazi. The editor 
mentions certain “rules for revolution 
laid down by the Communist (sic) over 
sixty one years ago”’ (Protocols of Learned 
Elders, nudge, nudge, know what I mean). 
Doesn’t the Bristol riot just fit the plan? 
“Therefore could there not be a hidden- 
hand behind this latest riot?” 

“Hidden hand” (wink, wink), and to 
emphasise the point (gettit) the editorial 
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is headed ‘‘A Hidden Hand”’ (yeah, yeah). 
All the conspiracy theories talk about 
‘hidden hands’, and especially hidden 
hands of Jewish Elders. What is more, all 
the old Absolute Nazis of the League of 
St. George will remember that The 
Hidden Hand before the war was one 
of the most obsessively anti-Semitic 
magazines published by Britons Publishing 
Company (the awful bunch of anti- 
Semites who published The Protocols). 

Enough hints, enough winks. The 
skilful dramatist shouldn’t need to spell 
things out any clearer. And so the curtain 
comes down again, leaving us to ponder 
the mystery that, despite all the squabbles 
about ‘leadership’ and National Insurance 
Contributions, little separates the Almost 
from the Absolute Nazis. Still the show 
must go on, and next month they’ll be 
back again, right on cue, spouting their 
lines without a prompt. 
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Britain in Agony by Richard 


Clutterbuck, Penguin 1980. 


The author of this book is a leading 
member of the ‘“counter-insurgency 
establishment’, a loose grouping of 
mostly ex-military men who have attemp- 
ted to apply the counter-insurgency 
approach developed fighting national 
liberation movements in the colonies, to 
analyse political change in Britain today. 

Major General Richard Clutterbuck is 
a veteran of Britain’s post-war counter- 
insurgency campaigns, having served in 
Malaya and received his Phd for his 
analysis of the structure of the Malayan 
Communist Party. He is a lecturer at 


Exeter University in “International 
Politics, Political Violence and Revo- 
lution” and in 1973 became Army 


Quarterly’s correspondent for “Internal 
Conflict and Political Violence”. He is a 
Council member of the Institute for the 
Study of Conflict, the counter-insurgency 
think-tank. 

In this book Clutterbuck presents a 
short history of political disorder in the 
years 1971-77 and claims that they are 
the most violent years in Britain since 
1911. This is nonsense. Leaving aside IRA 
activity, which has its own separate 
causes, political protest in Britain in the 
1970s has not been especially violent, 
compared for example, with the 1930s 
with police baton charges of hunger 
marchers and street battles with the 
fascists. 

Clutterbuck, however, uses political 
violence as a metaphor for political 
dissent, which he sees as threatening the 
“happy family” of the nation. The 


metaphor extends to his description 
of police behaviour in confrontation 
situations. The police, at Grunwick, 


Red Lion Square, Lewisham, or wherever, 
are always presented as reacting to 
violence initiated by the demonstrators, 
and reacting, moreover, in a very mild 
and controlled way. Maintaining this 
mythology gets him into all sorts of 
confrontations. At Red Lion Square, for 
example, in 1974, where the police were 
defending a National Front rally from 
counter-demonstrators, newspaper photos 
of mounted policemen in the act of 
clubbing down demonstrators were, 
according to Clutterbuck, “‘all of station- 
ary horses hemmed in by demonstrators 
who, it must be assumed were seizing the 
reins or attacking the horse in other ways” 
(my emphasis). In an earlier book, Protest 
and the Urban Guerilla (Cassell 1973), 
Clutterbuck accepts the discredited 
official account of “Bloody Sunday” in 
Londonderry, in which 13 civilians were 
shot by the army, as being the product of 
an Army/IRA gunbattle. 

Clutterbuck’s conspiracy theory 
approach includes the belief that indus- 
trial militancy has been largely to blame 
for Britain’s economic decline and that, 
moreover, left-wingers in industry are 
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consciously attempting to bring about 
“the collapse of the mixed economy by 
making private firms go bankrupt and 
nationalised industries fail” (p.232). This 
peculiar theory of revolution has few, if 
any, adherents, but for Clutterbuck it has 
the pay-off that legitimate industrial 
struggles can be presented as an insidious 
attack on the nation.While he makes the 
customary condemnation of extremes 
of both left and right, he is clearly 
much more concerned with the left. 
Indeed, his views on the National Front, 
whose members, he thinks, would 
probably rally under a strong Conser- 
vative leader, if the country seemed to 
be heading for collapse (p.240) may 
be contrasted with his reference to 
the “intensely racist” Rastafarian move- 
ment (p.239). Left wing “subversion” 
clearly worries Clutterbuck, and apart 
from blaming the Socialist Workers 
Party for every disturbance where they 
could raise a banner (Lewisham, Lady- 
wood etc.), he is also worried about the 
supposed insidious influence of left 
liberals in the media and education. 

His remedies range from urging magis- 
trates to give heavier sentences to demon- 
strators, to advice to the Labour Party 
that it should have expelled its Marxists 
in 1974. He thinks the law on picketing 
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should be tightened up, trade union 
officials elected by secret ballot, and 
the right to join, or not join, a union 
established. The police should draw on 
press and TV photos to identify trouble- 
makers at demonstrations, while emer- 
gency legislation, such as for suspension 
of jury trial and the introduction of ID 
cards should be held reader. A system of 
Proportional Representation should be 
brought in and opinion polls could decide 
such issues as pay rises for workers in 
nationalised industries! Those who work 
“to make Britain fail”, by whom he 
means industrial militants, should be 
identified and their motives exposed. 

The Jubilee celebrations showed, he 
thinks, that the national will is there, and 
that “The British people yearned for a 
Government which would work for a 
consensus” (p.282) and crackdown on 
troublemakers. The trouble with the 
consensus is that we all have different 
ideas as to what it should involve. An 
imposed consensus of the sort Clutterbuck 
seems to envisage could lead to disorder 
on a scale which could make the “years 
of agony” look mild indeed. 
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“The police in Lambeth have several 
functions. Among them, undoubtedly, is 
to control the young black population 
of Brixton. This has little to do with 
crime but a lot to do with racism. The use 
of the SPG typifies the face of the local 
force as one of oppression. 

“The Sus law is used in Brixton, as 
elsewhere, as an instrument for harassing 
young blacks. Sus gives the police excep- 
tional powers which must be resisted. 
Any attempt to replace Sus with any- 
thing similar but more modern must be 
opposed.”’ 

This is part of the conclusion of a case 
study of police practice in the London 
borough of Lambeth, produced by 
ALARM (All Lambeth Anti-Racist Move- 
ment). The pamphlet describes the use of 
the Sus law in practice and the activities 
of the SPG in the area and demands the 
setting up of a popular watch committee 
to take up the question of police account- 
ability. Clearly written and full of excel- 
lent photographs, A Cause for Alarm 
contains useful and factual information 
about a style of “community policing” 
that urgently needs to be challenged. 


Cause for Alarm, available from ALARM, 
c/o 506 Brixton Road, London SW9. 
Price 50p. 








NEWS IN BRIEF 





LOCAL ELECTIONS 


Veteran NF supporter Ken Walker who stood as 
an Independent candidate in last year’s elections 
in Stockport, was standing this year on behalf 
of the Elderly, Sick and Disabled. He denied 
allegations that he was being supported by the 
National Front, saying, “People around here 
know me and what I stand for. I’m not being 
supported by the National Front. They haven’t 
got any money to support me. The National 
Front needs money off me and other members 
just to keep going.” 

He said, “I know that the National Front 
also advocate on behalf of the elderly, sick and 
disabled, but a lot of this is due to my own 
pressure within the party over the years which 
has forced them to take notice. But if I am 
elected I shall be elected on their behalf and 
not on behalf of the Front.” 

The National Front did not stand any 
candidates in Tameside this year because 
they were saving money. Frank Dauber, area 
organiser, said that the time was not quite right 
for them in Hyde. He said, ‘We have decided to 
save our money and concentrate on the elections 
in Oldham and Rochdale which are high immi- 
grant areas”. He denied that their membership 
was decreasing and said they were saving to buy 
a building ‘somewhere in Tameside”. 

Sandwell CARF called on both Tory and 
Labour candidates in the area to sign a dec- 
laration opposing the policies of the NF before 
the election. The Tories flatly refused to sign, 
and Coun. Ray Lane, who was defending his 
seat at Charlemnont, said, “We don’t like the 
Right and we don’t like the Left — but the 


Left’s worse than the Right”. 
The Labour candidates all said they would 
probably sign the declaration. 


MORE ANTI- 
‘BOAT PEOPLE’ ACTIVITY 


The Front have announced that they intend to 
hold demonstrations in the West Country 
protesting against council plans to house 
Vietnamese refugees. In Plymouth, Coun. 
Godfrey Smale, received threatening phone 
calls after he proposed that the council should 
allocate houses for the refugees, and a vicar in 
Barnstaple has also been threatened for agreeing 
to accept and help a Vietnamese family. The 
Rev. Mike Pratt said that his callers threatened 
him with “things like the Seven Plagues and the 
Seven Rages, and said, ‘We hand you over to 
the devil’.” Mr Pratt also said that his phone 
had not stopped ringing with calls from well- 
wishers with offers of help. 

Further north in Padgate, Lancs, the NF 
announced plans for a similar demonstration. 
Local organiser Allan Fletcher said that they 
would be protesting against housing being given 
to all immigrants when ‘“‘there are not enough 
homes for our own’’. 


FRONT DENY 
ANTI-CORRUPTION SQUAD 
Mysterious letters alleging corruption on 


Plymouth City Council have been sent anony- 
mously to the Western Independent, purporting 
to be from the National Front Information 
Service. The NF, however, have denied any- 
thing to do with the letters and said that they 
did not have an anti-corruption squad. 

The first letter was sent in January to 
Plymouth Mayor, Graham Jinks, alleging 
corruption involving city council officers. A 


police investigation cleared the council of the 
accusations. The second letter, received in 
April, is also being looked into by the police. 


COUNCIL BANS NF 


Redbridge Council has decided to refuse NF 
applications to use public halls for meetings. 
The Borough Secretary wrote to the Redbridge 
branch turning down their request to use 
council property for monthly party meetings 
and occasional rallies, 

Following the council’s change of policy, 
council officers can reject bookings if they 
think that their use might give rise to injury to 
council staff or property. The group concerned 
has the right of appeal to a panel of councillors. 


COUNCIL DEFENDS NF MARCH 


Oldham councillors were criticised for allowing 
the Front to hold a rally close to the Civic 
Centre in April (see Searchlight 59). Coun. 
Michael Hewitt said that the sub-committee 
that allowed the rally should have referred the 
application to the full council. He said, ‘‘It was 
a day of shame because we allowed these 
people to come to our town for a brawl’. 

But Council leader, Geoffrey Webb, said it 
was not up to the council to prevent the NF 
rally. He said that the fault was with ‘‘those 
who came to organise a counter demonstration”’. 
The council leader must live a million miles 
from the people in the town he represents. It 
was because of months of violent organised 
attacks against Asians that so many people 
came out to protest at the NF’s march through 
the town. The attacks and harassment, which 
were graphically reported in the Oldham 
Chronicle, could not have been given more 
sanction than by the authorities’ defence of the 
march. 
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UNITED STATES 


Birmingham files 
closed again 


THE Ku Klux Klansmen who killed 
four young girls in the notorious 1963 
bombings of the Sixteenth St. Baptist 
Church in Birmingham, Alabama, might 
still evade trial, despite the recent pub- 
lication of an FBI report which revealed 
that their identities were known and that 
their prosecution had been blacked on 
the personal orders of J. Edgar Hoover. 

When the report was leaked to the 
New York Times in February the case 
was reopened, but at the beginning of 
April Birmingham police and the county 
district attorney’s office announced that 
no prosecutions would follow and that 
their files were again being closed. 

The US Attorney General has twice 
failed to respond to requests from 
Birmingham officials for copies of the 
report. After the second failure District 
Attorney Earl Morgan blandly announced 
that he was convinced that the document 
contained no new evidence. “I just 
wanted to be satisfied’’ he said, “that we 
knew everything that had ever been 
known to the FBI. And now I’m satisfied 
that we do, and that there’s nothing 
new’. He admitted he had never seen the 
report. 


Racist violence 
in Atlanta 


A WAVE of attacks on black people in 
Atlanta, Georgia, came to a bloody 
climax on April 19th when a nine year 
old girl was riddled with shotgun pellets 
during an attack on her house by racists. 

Two whites have been charged with 
aggravated assault following the incident, 
in which shots fired from a passing pick- 
up truck shattered a window of her 
family’s mobile home, and wounded her 
in the face, neck and forehead. The living 
room itself was peppered with bullets. 

One of the men charged with the 
attack is said to have admitted his part in 
it to the police, and a shotgun found in 
his bedroom is thought to have been the 
weapon used. 
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The day before the shooting, blacks 
had taken to the streets to protest at a 
frightening increase of attacks on black 
people. The march was physically broken 
up by armed police. A second march 
a few days later was the scene of a 
threatening counter demonstration by 
local racists and KKK members. Threats 
have been made against the life of one of 
the black community’s most prominent 
spokespersons and on one occasion racist 
gangs turned up outside his house, 
threatening to burn out his family. 
Burning crosses have been placed in 
streets in black areas of the city. 


KKK gunmen 
not provoked 


ON May 2nd, Greensborough NC District 
Attorney, M. Schlosser, was to have 
presented indictments before a Grand 
Jury against six anti-KKK demonstrators 
present at the November 3rd rally when 
Klan gunsmen fired at the crowd, killing 
five people. The six anti-Klan demon- 
strators, all members of the Communist 
Workers Party declared that they would 
not turn themselves in to the police. 

The violence at the November rally 
was started by the Klan, according to 
testimony from Schlosser at a pre-trial 
hearing of the case against the arrested 
Klansmen. A defence motion to have 
the charges dropped was denied by 
Judge James Long, who rejected the 
claim that the gunmen were victims of 
“selective prosecution’”’ and had been 
“provoked” into attacking the anti-Klan 
demonstration. 

Three of the anti-Klan marchers still 
face charges of “‘inciting a riot’ and 
resisting arrest. 


Klan leader tries 
for Congress 


TOM Metzger, the KKK’s leader in 
California, is also a member of the 
Democratic Party and has entered the 
contest for the La Jolla party’s nomination 
for the US Congress. When he appeared 
on the hustings at San Diego State 
University he was bombarded with 
tomatoes, beer cans and flour and had to 
be escorted from the campus by the 
police. 


WEST GERMANY 


Plot to free 
Hess uncovered 


THE public prosecutor has charged 
nine Nazis with belonging to a criminal 
organisation after a plot was uncovered to 
raid Spandau prison and free Rudolf 
Hess, Hitler’s former deputy. 


Strauss loses 
important vote 


IN what was generally seen as a test vote 
for the general elections, Franz Josef 
Strauss was massively rejected by the 
people of North Rhine, Westphalia on 
May 11th. The ruling Social Democratic 
Party (SPD) won a landslide victory in 
the elections, a result seen as an approval 
of the policies of Chancellor Helmud 
Schmidt. 


SPAIN 


General demands 
increase in 
sentence 


TWO ARMY officers accused of plotting 
to overthrow the Spanish government and 
install a right-wing regime have been given 
derisory sentences by a military tribunal. 
Lt Col. Antonio Tejero Molina of the 
Civil Guard and Captain Richardo Saenz 
de Inestrillas were gaoled for seven 
months each for their part in the 1978 
“Galaxia” conspiracy (Searchlight March 
1980). 

The plot, which derived its name from 
the Madrid cafe where the officers 
met, involved storming the presidential 
Moncloa Palace while the cabinet was in 
session, and holding the country’s govern- 
ment hostage, while they moved on 
to capture Kina Juan Carlos and his 
family. The officers were arrested after 
approaching an infantry commander in 
Toledo for his support. He refused 
and reported the affair to the military 
authorities. Although twelve officers were 
arrested, only two have come to trial. 

The military tribunal which convicted 
the two men was comprised of five 





fellow officers, headed by General Juste 
Fernandez. The sentences were in marked 
contrast to the six and five year sentences 
demanded by the military prosecutor, 
and as things stand the two are likely to 
be released immediately, having already 
spent several months in custody. 

But the military commander of the 
Madrid region, Lt. Gen. Guillermo 
Quintana Lacaci, refused to approve 
these sentences and has asked judicial 
authorities to add 13 months to each of 
them, 


Death Squads 


turn to political 
targets 


A SMALL but valuable slackening of 
repression by Brazil’s military regime has 
sparked off a wave of retaliatory terror 
by right-wing and police death squads. 
Most of the violence so far has been 
directed at small-time criminals, but 
lately it has been extended to political 
targets. 

One of the immediate consequences 
of the relaxation was that a number of 
newspapers and public figures seized the 
opportunity to denounce the violent 
methods employed by the police. Need- 
less to say, the police themselves did not 
take kindly to this and began a form of 
work-to-rule — they simply stopped 
detecting crime. Predictably a crime 
wave broke out and before long the 
media was virtually unanimous in calling 
loudly for the return of the death penalty. 
And that signalled the re-emergence of 
the death squad, in particular a group 
calling itself ‘White Hand’. 

This particular squad has not, as yet, 
resorted to political terror. It is more 
concerned with the elimination of small- 
time criminals and in the first three 
months of this year there have been 
230 unexplained murders of criminals in 
Rio de Janeiro alone. Last year there were 


Supposed criminals executed in ‘‘Baixada Fluminense’ in the state of Rio de Janeiro. 





516. The United Nations has accorded 
Rio the title of the “‘most violent city in 
the world’’. 

‘White Hand’ is known to be made up 
of off-duty prison officers, and the 
Bishop of Nova Iguocu region in which 
Rio is situated has publicly declared that 
their activities are inextricably tied up 
with their involvement in organised crime, 
most notably in drug trafficking and the 
numbers game. One high-ranking police 
officer has even confessed that this is so, 
although he did argue that in some cases 
inter-gang murders were being attributed 
to ‘White Hand’. 

Police death squads are not new to 
Brazil, although they have been quiet 
while the regime’s oppression has been 
most intense. Observers in Brazil claim 
that the same men are involved now as 
were carrying out murders several years 
ago and that ‘White Hand’ is simply their 
latest flag of convenience. 

In a recent interview given to the 
Brazilian magazine Coojornal, Manuel de 
Almeida, a right-wing journalist with 
contacts in ‘White Hand’ described the 
organisation as ‘idealists’ who had inter- 
vened to restore stability when the 
community was terrified by the wave of 
violent crime. According to him, ‘White 
Hand’ has a list of hundreds of petty 
criminals which it intends to eliminate. 
“The executions may be depressing” he 
said, ‘‘but they are beneficial in the long 
run”, 

More recently, however, there has 
been a return to political terror. An 
organisation calling itself the Commando 
for Hunting Terrorists (CCC) has directed 
its attention at bookshopsand newspapers 
which have taken advantage of the recent 
relaxation of state repression. 

In early April, a bookshop in Sao 
Paulo which dared to display a picture of 
Che Guevara in its window, was riddled 
with bullets twice within a few days. 
Responsibility was claimed by CCC. 

Soon after, two other bookshops in 
the same city were attacked, as was the 
newspaper Ora de Povo, published 
jointly by the Communist Party and 
another left-wing group. Another assault 





took place at the Rio headquarters of the 
Socialist Convergence organisation. 

Opinion is divided in Brazil about the 
source of the violence. Some believe that 
CCC is acting under orders from state 
officials, others believe that they are 
right-wingers unhappy with what they see 
as excessive liberalisation. Links with the 
police are not ruled out; when a gas bomb 
was thrown into the local council chamber 
in Porto Alegre, councillors managed to 
apprehend the man who threw it. He 
turned out to be a cadet at the local 
police college. 

At the same time as evidence of the 
operations of the death squads has 
emerged, the Brazilian government has 
adopted a more repressive attitude to its 
native Indians. A supporter of Indian 
rights was sacked from the directorship 
of the Indian Protection agency to be 
replaced by a military officer. At the 
same time the reserve appointed to the 
Yanomani tribe is to be drastically 
reduced to make way for mineral 
exploitation. 


HNP phone-tappings 


confirmed 


LEADING members of the far right 
Herstige Nasionale Party (HNP) are 
planning legal action against the South 
African government following the dis- 
closure that DONS, the security police, 
had been systematically tapping their 
phones. 

The allegation, which originated in the 
testimony of a former BOSS (the fore- 
runner to DONS) was published several 
months ago. It was recently confirmed in 
a report to Parliament by the Advocate 
General. 

The HNP, which is making a strong bid 
for disillusioned supporters of the ruling 
National Party, played the allegations 
for all they were worth in a recent by- 
election in the Orange Free State. 
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OUT OF THE FRYING PAN 


Since April 2nd the black community in St. Paul’s has been besieged by reporters, race workers, sociologists and 
‘black leaders’ — all eager to get in on the action. Because the experience of the community has been so distorted 
by the press (even the left press) and the defence work is still a priority CARF will wait for the defence com- 
mittee’s own analysis of what happened. The initial view of the disturbances as a non-racial consequence of cuts 
in welfare services has receded rapidly. It has been replaced by a ‘Law and Order’ perspective which stresses the 
threat posed to society wherever black youth congregate. CARF readers will be interested to read how the riot is 
even now being redefined by the state’s mouthpieces so that the ‘problems’ it embodies can be solved by increased 
repressive activity by the police. In reality, this can only serve to increase the type of conflicts which produced 


the riot in the first place. 
The Home Secretary: 


“We rightly wish the police to maintain 
order through traditional methods, but, if 
that is so, police forces must be able to 
call rapidly on sufficient trained officers. 
I am, therefore, asking senior officials in 
my Department and Her Majesty’s Chief 
Inspector of Constabulary ... to examine 
thoroughly and urgently the arrange- 
ments for handling spontaneous public 
disorder...” 


Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment following the report of the Chief 
Constable of the Avon and Somerset 
Constabulary: 


“There are a number of lessons to be 
learned from the disturbances. So far as 
the raid on the Black and White Cafe is 
concerned, the Chief Constable has 
decided that in future such decisions 
should not be made at a lower level than 
Assistant Chief Constable . . . with the 
benefit of hindsight, the day and time 
chosen were not the best since the 
schools had broken up at lunchtime; 
that the use of drug dogs (although 
they did not enter the premises) in a 
multi-racial area requires very careful 
consideration and that the local Com- 
munity Relations Officer of the force 
should have been consulted . . . Given 
the mood of the crowd, and the extent 
of the violence, he [the Chief Constable] 
has no doubt that, without withdrawing, 
and adequate preparation, serious injury 
or loss of life was inevitable... Serious 
difficulties can confront police force 
which is faced by unexpected and exten- 
sive violence. It was necessary to draw 
together a large number of men quickly 
from a very wide area. The organi- 
sational and logistical problems of such 
an operation are much greater than if it 
can be pre-planned... . Improved call-up 
procedures to ensure a more sharp and 
co-ordinated response, and improvements 
in organisational procedures at local 
: stations, are necessary ... The police, like 
other agencies and representatives in the 
St. Paul’s area, were taken by surprise 
by the turn of the events.” 


Police magazine: 
“The long term consequences of those six 
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hours of unbridled lawlessness go far 
beyond the hundreds of thousands of 
pounds of damage to property, the 
stoning and the looting. The issues have 
ominous significance for all major cities 
with inner areas like St. Paul’s and large 
concentrations of alienated young blacks. 
In particular, what happened there is of 
direct concern to every police force in the 
country because the largely unanswered 
questions deal with the police response 
to the riot and the operational policies 
applied by the chief constable and his 
senior officers . . . There can be no 
quibble over the original decision to 
withdraw the police... A question that 
can be asked, however, is why the original 
forty officers deployed for the raid, of 
whom twelve entered the cafe with the 
rest held in reserve, had grown to no 
more than about seventy before the 
withdrawal took place over two hours 
later . . . In the aftermath of the riot a 
sense of bewilderment and in many cases 
anger, was to be found amongst members 
of the force. These members could not 
understand why a force which maintains 
eight Police Support Units did not use its 
own PSUs before sending for reinforce- 
ments from neighbouring forces. They 
question the logic of leadership decisions 
which issued riot shields to the officers 
who had not been trained in their use, 
whilst not using officers who had been.. .”’ 


No contingency plan for ‘blacks on the 
rampage’ 


“What disturbs some members of the 
force and outside observers is the apparent 
absence of any contingency plan to cope 
with serious public disorder in the area... 
if there had been a train disaster or a 
major explosion at the docks ora factory, 
the plans were there to cope. But a mob 
of young blacks suddenly going on the 
rampage? The totally unexpected emer- 
gency appears to have caught the planners 
on the hop. Is this true of all other areas 
where serious civil disorder has always 
been a possibility, and after Bristol 
becomes more likely?” 


Not a question of ‘social deprivation’ but 
‘destructive urges’ 


‘Tt is doubtful if the youngsters who 
went on the rampage were expressing 
their resentment of social conditions. 
A combination of circumstances gave 


them an opportunity to ‘take on’ the 
police and satisfy their destructive urges 
. . . Stories of white old-age pensioners 
filling sacks with goods from shattered 
shops do not fit in with the picture of 
young Blacks revolting against police 
oppression. Nor is it quite in keeping with 
the idea of victims goaded beyond the 
limit to learn that a bank was destroyed 
but the adjacent offices of the DHSS 
were left unharmed because, if they 
burnt, there would be nowhere to go in 
order to draw the dole . . . There are 
obvious dangers in following a policy of 
urgent social action in the immediate 
aftermath of rioting. That lesson will 
soon be digested in other depressed areas 
where the explosion has not yet occurred.” 


Policing without consent to save society 
from anarchy 


“St. Paul’s provides the answer to the 
question of whether the police can 
perform their function in the absence of 
consent. In the extraordinary circum- 
stances of mass opposition and defiance 
of the law they cannot. But St. Paul’s also 
showed us what happens when the police 
are not there to uphold the law. If 
anyone ever doubted that the police are 
required to stand between society and 
anarchy, St. Paul’s has given the answer.” 


Send donations to St. Paul’s Defence 
Fund, c/o 146 Grosvenor Road, St. 
Paul’s, Bristol. 


YOUTH IN MULTI-RACIAL 
SOCIETY: 


The Urgent Need for 
New Policies 





-+- INTO THE FIRE 


IN A new pamphlet The Fire Next Time 
the Commission for Racial Equality 
purports to criticise government policy 
towards young blacks but as the dust 
settles on St. Paul’s, there can be little 
doubt that the report opens the way 
for an intensified assault on the black 
communities by the police. 

The Commission warns that if special 
welfare provisions for black youth are 
not extended and rationalised, Britain’s 
cities will be razed to the ground by a 
hard-core of intractably alienated black 
youths who lurk even now in the shadows 
of our ‘inner cities’. 

The pamphlet provides an elaborate 
justification for the media claim that the 
disturbances in Bristol were not racial in 
origin. It argues that the racial oppression 
which blacks face is a secondary factor 
which simply compounds and makes 
more visible the ‘disadvantage’ and 
‘deprivation’ which all unemployed urban 
adolescents have to face. The only place 
where race becomes a primary factor 
for the CRE is when it is a source of 
‘alienation’ and hostility which is period- 
ically expressed in violence and crime. 
This view is disturbing because it allows 
black youth’s political struggles and 
responses to racism to be dismissed as 
manifestations of an ‘identity crisis’ 
which this alienation has induced. 

The racism which blacks face at the 


hands of the judicial system is obscured 
by the commission’s laughable recom- 
mendation that a solution may be found in 
the recruitment of more black magistrates 
and clerks. 

The pamphlet’s danger is that it poses 
the race problem as a threat to the 
stability of a society which already places 
a premium on law and order. Defining it 
in this way invites its solution by a 
strengthening of police power. The 
pamphlet calls for a ‘community policing’ 
approach, but it has not been demon- 
strated that this philosophy offers any- 
thing to the black communities. Birming- 
ham’s Handsworth is usually cited as the 
success story of this type of policing but 
the recent small riot and siege of Thornhill 
Road police station (B’ham Post & Mail 
6.5.80) are the most recent events in a 
long line which demonstrate that such 
claims are a farce. The fact that these 
events did not make headlines when our 
media are usually so quick to seize 
on any confrontation between police and 
blacks, leads one to speculate that it is 
important that the social control of black 
communities by ‘community policing’ 
methods is seen as an unqualified success. 

The CRE will not be able to threaten a 
government already bound-up in the logic 
of repatriation into providing ameliorative 
facilities for black youth. By defining the 
problem as ‘alienated black youth’ they 





Public order act 


under review 


YOU have until 30th June to make 
comments and suggestions to the Home 
Office (address below) on the govern- 
ment’s latest thoughts on marches and 
meetings. The document (Review of the 
Public Order Act 1936 and Related 
Legislation, HMSO, £2.50) is of con- 
siderable relevance to anti-racists and 
anti-fascists. 

The outlook is bleak if the suggestions 
made are put into effect. The most 
important changes recommended are: 


* advance notice (5 days) of all marches 


to be compulsory; 

greater police powers to prescribe 

routes for marches, before or during 

the march; 

police powers to ban counter-demon- 

strations (on their own) if a threat to 

public order is anticipated; 

* strengthening of police powers to 
disperse unlawful marches or assemblies 
by reasonable force if necessary; 

* creation of new criminal offences of 
marching in contravention of a ban or 
without giving adequate notice. 


The suggested power to ban counter- 


demonstrations applies directly to 
Southall, Lewisham, Leicester and would 
mean that the NF would be free to hold 
their meetings and all opposition to them 
would be outlawed. This is in line with 
the emphasis of the document — on law 
and order and free speech, rather than 
examining what the NF stand for. A 
predictable approach, but depressing 
nevertheless, particularly since the report 
arose directly out of the events of 
Southall. We are told that it would not 
be practicable to ban marches on the 
grounds of ‘offensiveness’ to the com- 
munity or some of it. The review goes on 
to examine the provisions on incitement 
to racial hatred (notoriously ineffective 
and under-used), and concludes that 
tightening them up would be intolerable 
to the principles of freedom of speech — 
a freedom infinitely more important to 
this government than the freedom of 
black people to live unmolested, without 
fear of attack. 

The address to write to with your 
comments is: 

The Secretary, Review of the Public Order 
Act 1936 and Related Legislation, Room 644, 
Home Office, Queen Anne’s Gate, London 
SWIH 9AR. Tel: (01) 213 5345 or (01) 213 
6249. 





are working not only against the interests 
of all black people but also of the whole 
population who will suffer under the new 
techniques of social control which are 
already being practiced under the banner 
of ‘community policing’ in the colony 
areas of British cities. 





JUST ANOTHER ASIAN 







Watching were the stars that night 
Watching was the moon 

As Abdul left the bus-stop 
Whistling a tune 









The street was still and quiet 
And the street-lamps they were bright 
But something gleamed more brightly 
In an alleyway that night 







A cold breeze stirred and dwindled; 
He did not see or hear 

The silent youths who played with 
The knife as he drew near 










His eyes were on the street ahead 
His thoughts were on his wife 
And then he heard their curses 
And he struggled for his life 








They stabbed him in the face and chest 
They stabbed him in the back 

Then they kicked him as he lay there 
And told him to go back 










In the stillness, in the moonlight 
Stands a woman by her gate 
Waiting for her husband 
But tonight he will be late 










The police stand by the body 
Nothing much to say 
Just another Asian 

Has been killed today 







THE CAGE 






The racist 
Sweats to build a cage 

For the black 

Eagerly and urgently hammering in 
Every bolt for every bar 

While the cancer of fear and hate 
Eats away at his heart 

At last he looks round at his work 
And gives a start 

For the mighty cage is complete 
And he, too, is inside. 















Poems by Savitri Hensman aged 16. 
Taken from Flood at the Door 
published by Centerprise Trust Ltd., 
136 Kingsland High Street, E.8. 
(price 40p). 
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WHILE many anti-fascists seem to think that just because the National Front has been 
defeated electorally, the anti-fascist struggle is over, there are groups of locally based 
activists who realise that the anti-racist anti-fascist fight is a long and continual one. 
The Leamington anti-racist anti-fascist committee (LARAFC) is one of those groups 
which has been fighting consistently at the grass roots. 

Since September 1978 the Leamington Committee has produced 18 issues of a well 
produced ‘Newsletter’. Circulation started at 500, cover price 5p; now the committee 
sells 1,000 copies at 12p each. The sales are mainly in the Leamington area at meetings, 
in shopping centres, and, since Issue No.11, on housing estates. We need to reflect on 
the implications of this success story for local anti-racist, anti-fascist work. 

LARAFC’s Newsletter has continued with its trade union forum section, its report- 
ing of national as well as local anti-racist issues, and its wide ranging coverage of 
related topics, e.g. Zimbabwe, Ireland. Moreover, it has criticised itself and tried to 
improve its style and relevance to the local people it is trying to reach. 


ER 
noveusen issue NOo3 10> | 


Looking back over the issues published it is evident that the Newsletter has served 
to focus and organise work, and to act as a vehicle for anti-racist campaigning. National 
campaigns over such issues as Southall and immigration controls are taken up, as well 
as local matters, such as Leamington CRC, Relf, local meetings, marches, etc. The 
Newsletter enables the group to develop local roots without becoming parochial. 

However, as the Leamington committee members freely admit, there is nothing 
special about Leamington or the committee members as such — though their broad 
based support and commitment of members is obviously important. All that is unique 
about LARAFC is their success in finding a means of organising and sustaining local 
anti-racist work — a regular Newsletter. It might not be the answer but Leamington’s 
experience certainly contains lessons for other local campaigns that have been less 
successful than they could be. 

LARAFC, Box 5, 42 Bath Street, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire. 





DISCRIMINATION AND THE UNIONS 
“There is no discrimination whatsoever”. 
Gerry Lang, Lancashire area organiser of the 
Amalgamated Textile Workers Union. 

“It was wrong to give the impression that 
Asian workers were given the dirty jobs... 
Asians have equal opportunities when it comes 
to applying for jobs, provided they can speak 
and understand English”. Arnold Belfield, 
Rochdale secretary of the National Union of 
Textile and Allied Workers. 

These two prominent TU officials made 
these statements, reported in the local Rochdale 
Observer (19.4.80.), following a speech by 
Rochdale CRE workers about racial discrimi- 
nation and the heightened threat of redundancy 
faced by Asian workers in the local textile 
industry. 

Back in Carf No.9 (June ’79) we reported 
on the case of 17 Asian workers at Pel Ltd., 
who won their case of “indirect discrimination” 
by their company and union, the Furniture, 
Timber and Allied Trades Union (FTAT). The 
union publicly attacked the ruling, denounced 
the very idea of “indirect discrimination” and 
threatened to appeal. Last November they were 
successful, and at the Employment Appeal 
Tribunal, FTAT effectively helped create case 
law precedent which weakens the law against 
racial discrimination in employment. 


TUC CALL FOR BAN 
ON RACIST MARCHES 


The TUC has called for local councils to be 
given the power to ban racist groups like 
the NF from holding rallies and marches in 
“sensitive” areas. The TUC’s employment 
policy and organisation committee told the 
Home Office select committee on home affairs 
that the government should introduce statutory 
provisions which would allow local authorities 
in consultation with the police to ban pro- 
cessions which are likely to stir up racial hatred 
or intolerance against any racial group. They 
also argued that recent police proposals for 
increased police powers to ban open air meetings 
and to be given seven days notice of demon- 
strations should not be implemented. The 
committee also proposed that the Home 
Secretary should issue instructions to clarify 
the position of public meetings, that they 
should be organised on a ‘first come, first 
served’ basis. 


ee 


Mother deported 


An Asian mother of three is to be deported as 
the Home Office says her marriage is invalid 
under English law. Nasreen Akhtar has been 
living apart from her husband since 1978. 
(Rochdale Observer 12.4.80.) 


NNN NAG AI ell 
NGS IS VAos FASCISM 


Children banned 

British-born Mrs Anwar Ditta has been told 
that she cannot bring her children to Britain. 
They were born in Pakistan and she left them 


area round-up 





IMMIGRATION 


Basic rights attacked 

“This is an example of how the state is depriving 
the immigrant community of even the basic 
rights with its racist immigration laws”, claims 
friends of Munir Ahmed, an Oldham textile 
worker who has been held at Risley Remand 
Centre for nearly three weeks. He had not told 
immigration officers that he was married when 
he entered the country, and was arrested after 
keeping an appointment with officials about an 
application to bring his wife into Britain. 
(Oldham Evening Chronicle 11.4.80.) 
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with her mother-in-law while she and her 
husband found a house and jobs. The Home 
Office said there were ‘considerable doubts’ as 
to whether they were her children. A defence 
committee has been formed to back Mrs Ditta’s 
case. (Times 8.4.80.) 


Passports demanded 

Black people are not obliged to produce their 
passports for police or other officials to prove 
their right to residence or social benefits, said 
Home Office minister Timothy Raison in reply 
to criticisms that to demand passports was a 
growing practice. But, he said, there were many 


situations when producing a passport was the 
simplest way of proving identity and it was 
“a pity not to be able to suggest the usefulness 
of the facility”’. 

Labour MP Alex Lyon, who raised the 
example of the Sheffield director of education 
who has urged schools to ask for passports of 
overseas children whose length of stay might be 
in doubt, was told that it was not illegal. 
However, he retorted that the practice arose 
out of the assumption that black people were 
not entitled to services. (Guardian 28.4.80.) 


POLICE AND THE COURTS 


Richard Campbell — inquiry demanded 

“As far as I am concerned my son was either 
drugged or beaten to death.” So says the father 
of Richard Campbell, the 19 year old West 
Indian found dead in his cell at Ashford Remand 
Centre (see Searchlight 59). Friends and relatives 
are trying to get a public inquiry into the 
circumstances surrounding his death. What they 
have been told semi-officially about Richard’s 


behaviour sounds unbelievable, and they had 
not even known that he was in custody. His 
mother does not believe he would go on hunger 
strike and close friends do not understand how 
he should suddenly become mentally ill. 
(Socialist Worker 26.4.80.) 

The case came to light as demands for a 
public inquiry into James Kelly’s death in police 
custody. The Sunday Times has established that 
official figures for deaths in custody (273 in 
the 1970s) are inaccurate (Sunday Times 
27.4.80.) 


Lindo case — new facts 


West Indian George Lindo, who spent a year in 
prison for a crime he did not commit, was 
released in March 1979. But it is now revealed 
that several months before the police and 
Registry of Criminal Appeals had evidence of 
the police corruption that eventually cleared 
him. In fact, in September 1978 one of the 
police involved confessed that he had forged 
statements. (Times 12.4.80.) 


‘Confession’ by ‘persuasion’ 

A woman police officer behaved ‘monstrously’ 
towards a West Indian teenage girl by ‘persuad- 
ing’ her to admit to a crime she did not commit. 
She was told she would go to prison if she 
continued to say she was innocent. The girl had 
been charged with stealing £50 from her 
employers. The money was later accounted for 
and the charges dropped. Now Sharon Banks is 
suing the police and claiming damages (Daily 
Telegraph 22.4.80.) 


Police deny attack 


2 South Yorkshire policemen are denying 
charges of causing actual bodily harm to a 
14 year old West Indian boy. An important 
prosecution witness, Special Constable Sheila 
Powell, thought that they deliberately man- 
handled the boy while in custody and banged 
his head against the wall. (Guardian 22.4.80.) 


Wrongful arrest 


Jamaican Caleb Palmer has received a full 
apology from the police after being wrong- 
fully arrested. On January 25th, as he was 
leaving his home for work, a passing policeman 
refused to believe that he owned the car he was 
about to get in. Mr Palmer says he was roughly 
handled before being put in a cell. (Bath & West 
Evening Chronicle 11.4.80.) 


Lewisham refuses to pay 


Lewisham Labour councillors have refused to 
pay the annual police bill. They want greater 
accountability and responsiveness to local 
needs. Cllr. Jim Dowd said that it was worrying 
that police priorities could mean spending 
£300,000 on escorting an NF march while the 
borough had such a high rate of burglary and 
unenforceable traffic schemes. (Guardian 
17.4.80.) 


Blair Peach 


On the eve of the resumed inquest into the 
death of Blair Peach the police launched an 
inquiry into the publication of a poster which 
named 6 London policemen as ‘wanted for 
murder’ in connection with his death. Simul- 
taneously the DPP is considering whether legal 
action should be taken against the Sunday 
Times who published the names some time 
ago. (Observer 27.4.80.) 


Magistrates’ bias 

Asians in Luton have accused the town’s courts 
of racial discrimination. They claim that 
magistrates are lenient on white troublemakers 
and harsh on Asians. The Asian Defence Com- 
mittee, set up to protect immigrant families 
from attack following a number of incidents 


last year, said that Asians were being heavily 
fined or imprisoned while whites were just 
being bound over. The Committee, which is 
calling for more black magistrates, has already 
complained of police bias when dealing with 
black youngsters. (Luton News 27.3.80.) 


RACIAL VIOLENCE 


Birmingham hot-line 

Birmingham anti-racist groups have set up a 
telephone hot-line on which to rally support for 
a local Asian family which has been subjected 
to systematic harassment over the last three 
months. Lack of police action has, they say, 
forced them into this ‘vigilante’ stance. The 
hot-line could be extended to other victims of 
racial attack. Police say that incidents against 
the Sharda family are not racial but just part of 
local vandalism. (Birmingham Post 16.4.80.) 


Oldham 


One of four Pakistani families in Oldham 
claiming to be victims of a terror campaign 
by a gang of white youths was attacked again. 
The spate of incidents, which include arson, 
window-breaking, slashed tyres and NF slogans 
painted on doors began 6 months ago. The men 
of the families, who work a night-shift, fear for 
the lives of their wives and children and think it 
is time the police took some action. They 
have complained to the police but say that 
nothing has been done. (Oldham Evening 
Chronicle 4.4.80.) Local NF organiser said that 
his organisation was not responsible for the 
attacks, despite rumours to the contrary. 
(Oldham Evening Chronicle 2.4.80.) 


Rotherham 


Pakistanis whose children are being subjected 
to organised attacks are meeting Rotherham 
police chiefs to appeal for more protection. 
They claim that despite repeated complaints 
the police have not done enough. (Morning 
Telegraph 18.4.80.) 


Acton 


Gangs of up to 16 youths threatened an Asian 
family as they prepared to move into a council 
house in South Acton. At the moment the 
Sindhi family is in temporary accommodation. 
A council spokesman said that under the 
circumstances they would be offered other 
accommodation. (Acton Gazette 27.3.80.) 


CUTS 


Housing 


Housing cuts will particularly affect black 
people, who already live in poor conditions, 
says Lambeth’s CRC in a letter to Environment 
Secretary Michael Heseltine which reminds him 
of his stated intention to make inner cities 
places where people want to live. (South 
London Press 25.4.80.) 


Youth project 


A 6 month old youth project to help Wands- 
worth’s unemployed black youth may have to 
close because the local council is to sell the 
building in which the group meets to com- 
mercial developers. (Wandsworth Borough 
News 25.4.80.) 


Bussing 


Many Bradford Asian children are still being 
bussed to schools and the number will increase, 
contrary to the impression given earlier this 
year that the council was to phase out bussing. 
There are not enough school places in the inner 
city areas, where most Asians live, to accom- 
modate the local children, and there are no 


plans to build more schools. (Telegraph & 
Argus 21.4.80.) 


CRE SACKINGS 


5 Commissioners of the CRE, 4 of them black, 
have not been reappointed. Peter Evans des- 
cribes this as part of a power struggle with the 
Home Office over the role of the CRE, which 
has been involved in a dispute with the Home 
Office over the way immigration policies are 
carried out and whether the CRE has the right 
to investigate the immigration service. 

One dismissed commissioner, community 
worker Mrs A. Jahan, described the move as 
political. “Those who are outspokenly critical 
of the inadequacies of the CRE or of the 
inequalities of the government policies have 
been thrown out”. (Guardian 9.4.80.) 

Another of those dismissed, company 
director Pranlal Sheth, said that the move was 
“a way of striking fear into the hearts of the 
ethnic minorities and a way of stifling their 
freedom of expression”. Mr Sheth has, however, 
been criticised by the black community. The 
newspaper Garavi Gujerat described him as 
representing “‘no one but the coat tails on his 
elegant dinner jacket”, and welcomed his 
removal. (Times 5.4.80.) 

Sources within the CRE said that it was an 
indication of a new Tory hard line on race, that 
a possible reason for the dismissals was that 
those commissioners had consistently followed 
the TUC line on race issues, and that there were 
now fears that it is part of a larger campaign to 
reduce the powers of the CRE. (Scotsman 
9.4.80.) 

Home Office Minister of State dismissed as 
“absolute nonsense” and insulting to those 
remaining the claim that commissioners had to 
be “a puppet” of the government. (Times 
14.4.80.) 

But Robert Parker claimed that all the 
new candidates to replace the out-going com- 
missioners were either Tory councillors or 
“prosperous” figures in the black community 
“for whom there appears to be little enthusiasm 
among the grass-roots ethnic minority organi- 
sations”. (Observer 20.4.80.) 

One of the first new commissioners to be 
announced is Mrs Shreela Flather, a member 
of the executive of the Anglo-Asian Conservative 
Association and of the Conservative Women’s 
National Advisory Committee. (Times 23.4.80.) 
Another is Dr Farrukh Hashmi. But the Home 
Office has met with refusals, including from 
Trevor Philips, out-going NUS president. And 
the West Indian Standing Conference has 
advised anyone approached to refuse in protest 
against the dismissals. (Guardian 6.5.80.) 

And a new joint body with the aim of 
achieving racial justice is being planned. Criticis- 
ing the inadequacies of the CRE and the 
dismissals Mr Patrick Kodikara, Hackney Asian 
Association, said a meeting was convened for 
June to discuss the formation of the Afro-Asian- 
Caribbean People’s Council. (Times 5.4.80.) 

Basildon Tory MP Harvey Proctor, with 
4 other right-wing Tories, wants the whole 
CRE sacked, describing it as a waste of money 
and its effects as detrimental. (Evening Echo 
Southend 23.4.80.) 


PARIS METRO STRIKE 


900 north African and Turkish workers in Paris’s 
Metro ended their 6-week strike after gaining a 
46% wage increase and the right to use the Metro 
network’s showers and restaurant facilities. 
Previously, as contract workers employed by 
private companies, the transport authority had 
denied them facilities and even the French 
Immigration minister described their wages as 
“abnormally low”. (Guardian 23.4.80, 3.5.80.) 
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SEARCHLIGHT 


Searchlight has been in the news for its 
consistent exposure of Fascist activity. 

We are the only journal in Britain regularly 
monitoring extreme right wing organisations, 
and provide a news service to our readers 
unobtainable elsewhere. 

Show your support by renewing your sub- 
scription promptly and by gaining a new 
reader from amongst your friends. 














BACK 
COPIES 


full set 1978 £3.50 
inc. p&p 


full set 1979 £3.50 
inc. p&p 


SUBSCRIPTION 


Name/Organisation 


Other Searchlight Publications: 


PSYCHOLOGY, RACISM 
& FASCISM 50p + 15p 


WOMEN & THE NF 30p + 10p 


Organisations £8 for 12 issues including 
postage. 
Individuals £5 for 12 issues including postage. 


| enclose Cheque/PO forf...........To 
be made out to A.F. & R. Publications, 21 
Great Western Buildings, 6 Livery Street, 
Birmingham 3. 
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Children under Apartheid: a book of photographs taken for International Defence and Aid Fund for Southern Africa to mark the end of In 
Anti-Apartheid Year and the start of International Year of the Child. Available from IDAFAS, 104 Newgate Street, London EC1A 7AP. 


Price: £2.50 (ex. p&p). ' 





